
PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   1 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

Project Result 2:  

The EcoPodcasts teachers training programme 

 

Task 2.4:  

Teachers’ Training Toolkit 

 

Using radio & podcasts  

in class 



PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   2 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

Authors 

Name & Surname Partner Organisation 

Panagiota Digkoglou University of Macedonia 

 

Reviewers 

Name & Surname Partner Organisation 

Krasimira Miteva English Language Secondary School "Geo Milev" 

Zhaklin Mutafyan-Neycheva English Language Secondary School "Geo Milev" 

Tatyana Shurelova English Language Secondary School "Geo Milev" 

Jason Papathanasiou University of Macedonia 

Athanasios Falaras University of Macedonia 

Georgios Tsaples University of Macedonia 

Sofia Gkarane University of Macedonia 

Marivi Belioka University of Macedonia 

Kyriaki Mousafiri 1st Primary School of Alexandria 

Olympia Gianneka 1st Primary School of Alexandria 

Sandra Vidal-Weisch  REACH 

Johanna Heinemann REACH 

Fatima Dargam REACH 

Sérgio Martins Agrupamento de Escolas Camilo Castelo Branco 

Carla Machado Agrupamento de Escolas Camilo Castelo Branco 

Rosário Ferreira Agrupamento de Escolas Camilo Castelo Branco 

José Carlos Agrupamento de Escolas Camilo Castelo Branco 



PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   3 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

Carlos Alberto Gomes Teixeira Agrupamento de Escolas Camilo Castelo Branco 

Anamaria Magri Pantea International Integrity Foundation 

Katina Mladenova International Integrity Foundation 

Maurizio Pinna University of Salento 

Armando Cazzetta University of Salento 

Lucia Fanini University of Salento 

Francesca Marcucci University of Salento 

Roberto Massaro University of Salento 

Valeria Specchia University of Salento 

 
 

 

 

Creative Commons Licence 

CC BY-NC 4.0 

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International  

This license requires that reusers give credit to the creator. It allows reusers to distribute, remix, 

adapt, and build upon the material in any medium or format, for noncommercial purposes only. 

  



PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   4 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

Table of Contents  

Using radio & podcasts  in class ...................................................................................................... 5 
Overview ...................................................................................................................................... 5 
Theory Background ...................................................................................................................... 6 
Practical Implementation ............................................................................................................ 8 

A project example: Using Podcasts for Plastic Pollution Awareness ..................................... 10 
Overcome the challenges .......................................................................................................... 12 

 

  



PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   5 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

Using radio & podcasts in class 

Overview 

The integration of radio and podcasts in the classroom offers a dynamic and engaging approach 

to education. These audio-based mediums provide numerous benefits and ideas for enhancing 

students' learning experiences and developing various skills. By leveraging radio and podcasts, 

teachers can promote enhanced listening skills, expose students to authentic and diverse 

content, stimulate imagination and creativity, encourage active participation, provide flexible 

learning opportunities, offer an authentic audience and voice, and support multimodal learning. 

These advantages make radio and podcasts valuable tools across different subjects and as 

platforms for student-led projects. 

Implementing radio and podcasts in education requires practical strategies for effective 

integration. Educators can encourage content creation by having students develop their own 

radio shows or podcasts focused on environmental issues and climate change. Inviting guest 

speakers and experts to participate in interviews or discussions provides valuable insights and 

real-world connections. Assigning students the task of gathering and reporting on environmental 

news and current events promotes critical thinking and keeps the school community informed. 

Educational talk shows, storytelling, interviewing, scriptwriting, public service announcements, 

collaboration with community radio stations or podcast platforms, and reflection and evaluation 

activities further enhance the implementation process. 

Overcoming challenges is crucial for the successful integration of radio and podcasts in the 

classroom. Common challenges include limited access to technology, ensuring the quality and 

credibility of content, language and comprehension barriers, time management, technical skills 

and training, copyright and intellectual property concerns, and assessment and evaluation. By 

addressing these challenges proactively, educators can ensure equitable access to educational 

resources and foster engaging and enriching learning experiences for all students. 
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In conclusion, the integration of radio and podcasts in education offers a powerful and engaging 

way to enhance learning experiences, develop vital skills, and raise awareness about various 

topics, including environmental and climate change issues. By implementing practical strategies 

and overcoming associated challenges, educators can leverage the benefits of audio-based 

mediums to create dynamic and inclusive learning environments that empower students to 

become active learners and advocates for a sustainable future. 

Theory Background 

Using radio and podcasts in school classes offers a dynamic and engaging approach to education. 

These audio-based mediums provide opportunities for students to enhance their learning 

experiences and develop various skills. There are several benefits and ideas for integrating radio 

and podcasts in the classroom, such as: 

● Enhanced Listening Skills: Radio and podcasts require active listening, helping students 

improve their concentration, comprehension, and critical thinking abilities. By tuning in 

to audio content, students can practice extracting key information, analyzing different 

perspectives, and making connections. 

● Authentic and Diverse Content: Radio and podcasts offer a wide range of content, 

including interviews, documentaries, storytelling, and educational discussions. Teachers 

can curate or create audio resources that align with the curriculum and introduce 

students to real-world voices, experiences, and knowledge from diverse backgrounds. 

● Stimulate Imagination and Creativity: Audio-based mediums stimulate the imagination 

as students rely on their auditory senses to visualize the content. Listening to narratives 

or stories through podcasts encourages creative thinking and helps students develop their 

storytelling skills. 

● Promote Active Participation: Radio and podcasts can be interactive. Teachers can 

encourage students to produce their own podcasts, sharing research findings, presenting 
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topics, or engaging in debates. This participatory approach fosters active learning, 

teamwork, and communication skills. 

● Flexible Learning Opportunities: Radio and podcasts offer flexibility in terms of access 

and time. Students can listen to audio content at their own pace, whether in the 

classroom or remotely. This accessibility allows for differentiated instruction, catering to 

students' individual learning needs. 

● Authentic Audience and Voice: Sharing student-produced podcasts with a wider 

audience, such as the school community or online platforms, provides an authentic 

audience for their work. This motivates students to produce high-quality content and 

develop their communication and presentation skills. 

● Multimodal Learning: Combining audio content with visual aids, such as transcriptions, 

infographics, or illustrations, supports multimodal learning. This approach caters to 

different learning styles and enhances comprehension and retention of information. 

Teachers can integrate radio and podcasts into various subjects, such as language arts, social 

studies, science, or even as a platform for student-led projects. They can assign specific episodes 

for listening comprehension exercises, conduct discussions and debates based on audio content, 

or use podcasts as sources for research and analysis. As a result, the use of radio and podcasts in 

the classroom enriches the learning experience, fosters active engagement, and cultivates vital 

skills needed in the digital age. 
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Practical Implementation 

The integration of radio and podcasts in school education offers a powerful and engaging 

educational way to address environmental issues and raise awareness about climate change. 

Some practical implementation strategies for effective integration of radio and podcasts in the 

classroom are as follows: 

● Content Creation: Encourage students to create their own radio shows or podcasts 

focused on environmental issues and climate change. This can involve researching and 

selecting relevant topics, conducting interviews with experts or community members, 

and presenting information in an engaging and informative manner. Students can 

collaborate in teams or individually to develop scripts, record their shows, and edit the 

audio content. 

● Guest Speakers and Experts: Invite environmental experts, scientists, activists, or 

community members working on climate change initiatives to participate in radio 

interviews or podcast discussions. This provides students with valuable insights and 

firsthand experiences related to environmental challenges and potential solutions. It also 

helps foster connections between the classroom and real-world environmental efforts. 

● News Updates and Reporting: Assign students the task of gathering and reporting on 

environmental news and current events related to climate change. They can research and 

share updates, trends, and breakthroughs in sustainability, renewable energy, 

conservation efforts, and environmental policies. This helps students stay informed and 

develop critical thinking skills while keeping their peers and the wider school community 

informed about environmental issues. 

● Educational Talk Shows: Organize educational talk shows on radio or podcasts where 

students discuss environmental topics, share their perspectives, and explore potential 

solutions. These shows can include debates, panel discussions, or roundtable 
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conversations, allowing students to analyze different viewpoints and engage in critical 

discussions about climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies. 

● Storytelling and Scriptwriting: Guide students in crafting compelling narratives for their 

podcast episodes. Help them structure their content, including an introduction, main 

points, personal anecdotes, and a call-to-action. Encourage them to use storytelling 

techniques to make the episodes engaging and impactful. 

● Public Service Announcements (PSAs): Encourage students to create short audio 

messages in the form of PSAs to promote eco-friendly practices, encourage recycling, 

energy conservation, or highlight the importance of sustainable lifestyles. These PSAs can 

be broadcasted on the school's radio station, shared on the school website, or distributed 

through other communication channels to reach a wider audience within the school 

community. 

● Collaboration with Community Radio Stations or Podcast Platforms: Collaborate with 

local community radio stations or online podcast platforms that focus on environmental 

issues. This provides students with opportunities to broadcast their shows to a larger 

audience and learn from experienced professionals in the field. It also allows them to 

connect with environmental initiatives outside of the school and gain exposure to a 

broader range of perspectives. 

● Reflection and Evaluation: Incorporate reflection and evaluation activities into the radio 

and podcast projects. Encourage students to reflect on their learning experiences, identify 

the impact of their work, and evaluate the effectiveness of their communication 

strategies. This can be done through self-assessment, peer feedback, or surveys to gather 

feedback from listeners or the school community. 

By implementing these strategies, educators can leverage the power of radio and podcasts to 

engage students in meaningful discussions about environmental problems and climate change. 
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This practical approach fosters creativity, critical thinking, communication skills, and empowers 

students to become advocates for a sustainable future. 

A project example: Using Podcasts for Plastic Pollution Awareness 

Plastic pollution is a pressing environmental issue that poses significant threats to ecosystems 

and human health. In this project example, students utilize podcasts to raise awareness about 

plastic pollution and its impact on the environment. Here are the main steps of its 

implementation: 

● Step 1: Topic Selection. Students collectively choose plastic pollution as the focus of their 

podcast project, acknowledging its widespread effects on marine life, landfills, and the 

overall ecosystem. 

● Step 2: Planning and Research. Students conduct extensive research on plastic pollution, 

exploring its causes, consequences, and potential solutions. They delve into topics such 

as single-use plastics, microplastics, recycling initiatives, and alternative materials. 

● Step 3: Script Writing. Working collaboratively, students develop a compelling script for 

their podcast episodes. They discuss key aspects of plastic pollution, share statistics, and 

highlight personal stories or case studies to engage listeners. 

● Step 4: Recording and Editing. Using recording equipment or podcasting software (find 

more details in our Practical Guide for Students on how to create a Podcast), students 

record their podcast episodes, ensuring clear and articulate delivery. They then edit the 

recordings to refine the content, ensuring a coherent and engaging narrative. 

● Step 5: Publishing and Sharing. Once the episodes are finalized, students publish them 

on a podcast platform or school website. They promote their episodes through social 

media channels, school newsletters, and community events to reach a wider audience. 

● Step 6: Reflection and Evaluation. Students reflect on the impact of their podcast project, 

considering feedback from listeners, the number of downloads, and engagement metrics. 
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They discuss what they have learned and evaluate the effectiveness of their podcast in 

raising awareness about plastic pollution. 

● Step 7: Continued Learning and Improvement. Students continue creating podcast 

episodes to further explore related topics, such as sustainable alternatives to single-use 

plastics, the importance of recycling, or advocacy for plastic waste reduction. They invite 

guest speakers and experts to contribute to their podcast series, expanding their 

knowledge and understanding of plastic pollution issues. 

Through this project, students develop research and communication skills, deepen their 

understanding of plastic pollution, and contribute to environmental awareness within their 

school and community. The podcast episodes serve as a powerful medium for disseminating 

information, inspiring behavior change, and mobilizing action towards reducing plastic pollution 

and fostering a more sustainable future. 
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Overcome the challenges 

Overcoming the challenges associated with using radio and podcasts in the school class is crucial 

to ensure a successful integration of these audio-based mediums. The reader can explore below 

some common challenges as well as strategies to address them: 

● Limited Access to Technology: Not all students may have access to personal devices or 

reliable internet connections. To overcome this challenge, schools can provide access to 

shared devices or utilize offline options, such as pre-downloading audio content or 

distributing CDs. Additionally, incorporating radio broadcasts or partnering with local 

radio stations can be an alternative for students without internet access. 

● Quality and Credibility of Content: Ensuring the quality and credibility of the audio 

content is essential. Teachers should carefully select podcasts and radio programs that 

align with educational goals and standards. Encouraging students to critically evaluate 

and analyze the credibility of the sources they encounter is also important. 

● Language and Comprehension Barriers: Students with language difficulties or diverse 

language backgrounds may face challenges in understanding audio content. Teachers can 

address this by providing transcripts or subtitles, offering pre-listening activities to build 

vocabulary, and using audio content at appropriate language proficiency levels. 

● Time Management: Integrating radio and podcasts into the curriculum requires effective 

time management. Teachers should allocate specific time slots for listening activities and 

plan follow-up discussions or assignments accordingly. Balancing audio-based learning 

with other instructional methods is crucial to maintain a well-rounded curriculum. 

● Technical Skills and Training: Some teachers and students may lack familiarity with audio 

editing tools or podcast production techniques. Schools can provide training or 

professional development opportunities for educators to enhance their technical skills. 

Moreover, involving students in the creation of podcasts can help develop their digital 

literacy and technical abilities. 



PR2.4: Teachers’ training toolkit 
Using radio & podcasts in class  
 

            
            EcoPodcasts ERASMUS+ Project No. 2021-1-BG01-KA220-SCH-000027685                                                Page   13 

 

 
“The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the 

views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

● Copyright and Intellectual Property: Respecting copyright and intellectual property rights 

when using external audio content is important. Teachers should ensure that they have 

the necessary permissions or use content that is openly licensed. Encouraging students 

to create their own original content or to use Creative Commons-licensed materials can 

also address this challenge. 

● Assessment and Evaluation: Assessing students' learning outcomes from radio and 

podcast activities can be challenging. Teachers can design rubrics or criteria that evaluate 

listening comprehension, critical thinking, and communication skills demonstrated 

through discussions, reflections, or presentations based on audio content. 

By addressing these challenges proactively, educators can maximize the benefits of incorporating 

radio and podcasts in the classroom. Overcoming obstacles ensures equitable access to 

educational resources and fosters engaging and enriching learning experiences for all students. 

 

 


