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Introduction 

You are Europe too! – The Relationship between the SDGs and European 

Identity 

 What does saving the world have to do with school? Quite a lot. 

More and more young people in Europe and around the world are realizing that their choices 

ideas, and actions will also affect the future of the planet. A lot of people think that  adults  

and governements can’t be the only ones to deal with urgent global issues like climate change, 

poverty, inequality, and environmental damage. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

become important here (UN 2015). 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which the United Nations adopted in 2015, 

give everyone a common goal to work toward a more sustainable, fair, and peaceful world by 

2030. They deal with big problems that affect the whole world, like poverty, hunger, access to 

education, clean water, gender equality, responsible consumption, climate action, and 

working together with other countries. These goals are not far-off political ideas. They have a 

direct impact on young people’s lives now and in the future. The Sustainable Development 

Goals are shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Sustainable Development Goals (Source: UN 

https://unis.unvienna.org/unis/en/topics/sustainable_development_goals.html) 

https://unis.unvienna.org/unis/en/topics/sustainable_development_goals.html
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There are a lot of different areas the the SDGs cover, but they can be put into a few main 

groups. Some  of these groups are focused on social justice and equality, like ending poverty, 

improving education, reducing inequalities, and promoting gender equality. Some people care 

about the environment, want to protect ecosystems, take action on climate change, and make 

sure there is clean water. A third group works on economic and community development,  

which includes things like affordable energy, decent and good jobs, new ideas, eco-friendly 

cities with nature based-solutions, and responsible consumption. Finally, working 

togetherand forming partnerships are because people and countries can’t make long-term 

changes on their own.  

Why does this matter to students? The SDGs are  important because they are about the world 

that young people will live  and change. Students learn about them to better understand 

global issues, reflect on their own responsibility, and see that even small actions can make a 

big difference. 
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This is also very much a part of what means to be European. The flag and the anthem are not 

only things that stand for European identity. It is also based on values like solidarity, human 

rights, democracy, diversity, and sustainability. These values are not just ideas; they show up 

in how people make chooices and live in their communities (EU Commission2014 Erasmus+ & 

European Solidarity Corps, 2024). 

Solidarity means helping each other and make sure that no one is left behind. It can happen 

on many levels, from European countries working together to small things that people do at 

school or in local communitieslike helping others, standing up against exclusion, or making 

sure everyone can join in (European Centre for Development Policy Management. (2023)). 

Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that everyone has, no matter what their 

nationality, gender, religion, or social background is. They include, the right to an education, 

the right to free speech, to equal treatment, and the right to privacy, among others (Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (1948)).One of the main ideas  behind the European Union is 

respect for human rights. 

Democracy means that people can say what they think and take part in decisions that affect 

their lives. Students can already see democracy in action in their school communities, on 

student councils, in discussions, and when they all make decision together. Democracy is more 

than just voting; it is also about  being responsible, participating, and respecting others. 

Another important European value is Diversity. The European Union is made up of many 

countries, cultures, and languages, but its main idea is “Unity in Diversity.” This means that 

being different is not a bad thing it is a good thing.  Learning about other  and being open to 

different point of view makes Europe more connected and welcoming place.  

The SDGs and European values work well together and make each other stronger. For 

instance, SDG 4: Quality Education is based on the European principle of equal opportunity. 
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SDG 5: Gender Equality backs the idea that everyone should be treated with respect and have 

the same rights. SDG 13: Climate Action is closely related to Europe’s promise to be 

environment friendly and responsible with climate change (Oxfam 2016, New Line Inst. 2024., 

European Commission 2025). SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions shows how 

important democracy, peace, and the rule of law are in Europe. 

Working toward the SDGs is also a way for students to put European values into action. In this 

way, being an active part of sustainability, equality, and community life is also a way to be 

European citizen. 

Young people need a lot of different skills and attitudes to do this. These are some of the 

things: being active citizen, taking the initiative, thinking democratically, working together, 

being responsible for the environment,  thinking about the future, being aware of the world, 

being sensitive to other cultures, knowing about sustainability, thinking in systems, and 

making decisions based on common values. These “superpowers” are not special skills. You 

can learn, work together, and take action to improve these skills. 

Students can get involved in a lot of different ways. Schools can plan events to raise awarness 

about sustinability and diversity, such as campaigns to save energy, selective waste collection, 

community gardens, or creative projects like posters, podcasts, or performances. Students can 

also be part  in international programs such as Erasmus+ or eTwinning, where they can share 

ideas and experiences with other young people from around the world. 

The most important message to remember is that young people make a difference, no matter 

how small they are. The SDGs are not just goals for politicians and organizations around the 

world. They also give students a chance to learn , get involved, and do something. European 

identity is more than just the past. It is also about the future and the values that young people 

choose to live by. 
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Students are already helping to make Europe more sustainable and welcoming by thinking 

critically, acting responsibly and getting involved in their communities.  

 

Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

Module objectives: 

One of the project's objectives is to integrate and connect the UN's 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals with fundamental European Union values and identity. The aim of the 

handbook is to provide teachers with a practical guide to connect classroom learning with 

real-world challenges and prepare students for responsible, active citizenship in a sustainable 

and inclusive Europe. 

The module examines how the 17 SDGs reflect the EU's fundamental principles, such as unity, 

cooperation, solidarity, respect for human dignity, equality, and human rights. Teachers and 

education play a key role in developing young people's competencies and acquiring learning 

processes, integrating the SDGs, promoting critical thinking and collaboration, and actively 

engaging students (learning by doing) (European Commission 2022.) 

 

Module learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this module, teachers and later students will be able to: 

1. Understanding the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and seeing the connections 

to EU processes: Students will learn the definitions of the 17 SDGs, how they build 

upon each other, and their global significance, and will critically examine how they fit 

into EU strategies such as the European Green Deal (EGD). 
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2.  Integrating fundamental European values into sustainability action: Through the 

examples presented, teachers will be able to inspire students to connect solidarity and 

shared responsibility with climate protection and environmental challenges, in line 

with the values of the GreenComp (Sustainability Competence 

Framework)(GreenComp 2022). 

3. Application of Active, Project-Based Pedagogies: Teachers will use Problem-Based 

Learning (PBL), digital tools, and "Living Lab" methods to develop the active citizenship 

competencies of their future students. 

4. Developing Active European and Global Citizenship: Students acquire the fundamental 

skills (e.g., systems thinking, value orientation, collaboration) necessary to contribute 

as active, responsible citizens to a just, inclusive, and climate-conscious Europe. 

5. Developing Community Partnerships and Evaluating Results: Provides guidance on 

collaborating with local partners (municipalities, NGOs) and implementing 

comprehensive strategies for monitoring and evaluating the impact of SDG projects. 

6. Critically analyze the natural and social processes taking place in Europe. 
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SDGs in a European Frame 

What the 17 SDGs are; how the EU integrates them (Green Deal, Semester, recovery). 

• When people work for the SDGs, they are also acting as a European citizen. 

Grouping of the SDGs 

The 17 goals can be divided into at least four major groups: 

1. Goals that strengthen social justice: These include SDG1, SDG2, SDG4 (Quality Education), 

SDG5 (Gender Equality), and SDG10 (Reduced Inequalities). 

2. Goals that emphasize the protection of the natural environment: These include SDG13 

(Climate Action), SDG6 (Clean Water), SDG14 (Life Below Water), and SDG15 (Life on Land). 

3. Goals related to economic, technological, and financial processes: The UN pays attention 

to ensuring sustainability is prominently present in these areas (SDG 7, SDG 8, SDG 9, SDG 11, 

and SDG 12). 

4. Collaboration Goal: The UN recognized that without collaboration, true change cannot be 

achieved (SDG17). 

How the EU Integrates the SDGs 

The SDGs and European values go hand in hand, serving common goals: a fairer, greener, 

more inclusive world. 

The sources highlight the integration of the SDGs through the following mechanism: 

The Green Deal: The European Union actively integrates SDG 13 (Climate Action) through the 

initiative known as Green Europe or the Green Deal. 
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• Goal: The EU aims to be climate-neutral by 2050. 

• Mechanism: This means the EU member states are striving for net-zero CO₂ emissions. 

• Participation: Both households and businesses will play a role in achieving this goal. 

Further Integration Links 

The sources also establish direct links between other specific SDGs and core European values: 

• SDG 4 (Quality Education) is connected to European Equality, emphasizing that everyone in 

Europe can study, regardless of their background. 

• SDG 5 (Gender Equality) is linked to the European principle of Equal Rights for All, meaning 

no one should be disadvantaged because of their gender. 

• SDG 16 (Peace, Justice) is supported by democracy and the rule of law, reinforcing the 

project of peace where the rules protect everyone on the continent. 
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Where Identity Meets the SDGs 

European Union has strong core values such as solidarity and inclusion, human rights and 

dignity, rules of law, democracy and equality. These values appear also in the 17 sustainable 

development goals. 

EU is committed to sustainable development and also to the 'no one left behind' value.  

Through solidarity, the EU encourages mutual support, social justice and equitable 

development. 

The connection to rule and law can be found in SDG 16, (Peace, justice strong institutions). 

Embedding the SDGs into national and school practices shows that building a united, 

sustainable Europe means creating shared values, competencies, and pride. 

The policies of EU support also the equality and fair working conditions, which are in 

accordance with SDG 5 (gender equality) and SDG 10 (reduced inequality). 

The member states of the EU have common objectives like the European Green Deal. It means 

also that the SDG embedded in national systems has a common European frame and language. 

It also creates a common way of thinking, as working with SDGs needs to have a transnational 

and interdisciplinary approach which is based on mutual respect and common goals. 

The EU's climate policy is based on collective responsibility, emphasizing that effective 

solutions require coordinated action across all member states and sectors of society. By 

embedding sustainability education, teachers help students understand that tackling 

environmental challenges is a matter of common European values (such as solidarity and 

shared responsibility). 

Promoting the SDGs fosters the values of respect for democracy, human rights, and diversity, 

which are fundamental to both the SDGs and the European project. National examples (such 

as the efforts of Lithuania and Turkey) reinforce the EU's principle of "unity in diversity," 
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providing citizens with the opportunity to participate in the realization of common values 

through concrete actions. 

We can imagine the relationship between a common European identity and the SDGs as a 

multilingual orchestra. Each country (band member) retains their own instrument and cultural 

style (identity), but they all follow the same common score (the SDGs). The harmony of the 

music (unity) stems from shared values (solidarity, dignity), and a successful performance 

(sustainable development) is only achieved when everyone plays responsibly and 

cooperatively (shared goals). 
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From Concepts to Practice 

Teachers may play an important role to bridge the gap between high-level EU policy 

frameworks and local, practical community concerns in order to integrate the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) into education. Understanding the European backdrop, assessing 

the local environment, and choosing the pertinent SDGs are the three primary steps in the 

approach. 

1. EU-Level Frameworks and the Fundamental Relationship 

The UN's 17 SDGs are closely linked to the core principles and identity of the European Union 

(EU), reflecting shared values such as solidarity, cooperation, human dignity, and equality. 

Integrated EU Strategies: 

The EU systematically integrates the SDGs into its strategic frameworks, ensuring that 

sustainability goals are addressed consistently across member states (European Commission 

2022). The most important EU frameworks that provide the conceptual basis are: 

• European Green Deal (EGD): The EU's comprehensive policy framework aimed at achieving 

climate neutrality by 2050, directly supporting SDGs such as Clean Energy (SDG 7), Climate 

Action (SDG 13), and Sustainable Cities (SDG 11). Initiatives under the EGD, such as the Just 

Transition Fund, ensure that vulnerable communities are protected during the transition. 

• GreenComp: This European sustainability competence framework defines the skills, 

knowledge, and values necessary for sustainable living and action, in line with the EU's 

principles of fairness and inclusion. 

• Global Gateway: This EU strategy represents a global investment strategy that supports the 

implementation of the SDGs internationally through development financing for sustainable 

infrastructure, digital transformation, and clean energy. 
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2. Local Relevance and Concept Translation 

The manual (in WP2) emphasizes the role of educators in introducing the SDGs as a universal 

framework and then contextualizing them within the European environment, highlighting how 

EU values (e.g., democracy and active citizenship) reinforce the goals (Oxfam 2016). 

“Glocal” Connection 

The key to practical application is for schools to act as "glocal" connectors, translating 

European environmental and social norms into everyday practices that are adapted to local 

circumstances. 

Examples to demonstrate local relevance: 

• Hungary: Within the framework of the National Sustainability Thematic Week, students 

connect with the SDGs through local activities such as waste reduction (SDG 12), biodiversity 

walks (SDG 15), and digital innovation (SDG 9). 

• Lithuania: The Millennium Schools initiative ensures equal educational opportunities 

regardless of geographical or socioeconomic status (SDG 4). 

• Turkey: Based on the Local Green Agreement Action Plan, local projects such as urban 

gardening projects serve local food security (SDGs 2, 11, 12), which means alignment with 

direct EU objectives (Ozdemir, A. (2019), Sikri, K. (2025)). 

Problem Exploration and Living Labs 

The relevant problems are identified through co-creation. Teachers encourage students to 

diagnose the local context by mapping resources and needs, collaborating with local 

authorities and organizations. 
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Such Problem-Based Learning (PBL) collaborations allow students to transform local 

challenges into "learning laboratories" (Living Labs), for example, by examining issues related 

to local waste management or climate change resilience. 

3. Selecting Priority SDGs 

To ensure that school activities are effective and focused, the handbook provides specific 

guidance on setting priorities. 

The Decision-Making Process 

The selection of priority SDGs should be guided by the following principles: 

1. Community Needs Assessment: The most important step is to assess community needs and 

strengths in collaboration with local stakeholders. The SDGs (such as SDG 13 in climate-

sensitive regions, or SDG 4 in communities with low literacy rates) need to be adapted to local 

relevance. 

2. Selecting a Target Area: After understanding the local context, educators and students 

need to identify a core sustainability theme (e.g., energy poverty or biodiversity decline) and 

break it down into manageable subtopics. 

3. Involving Students: Students need to be involved in the decision-making process to increase 

their agency and sense of responsibility. 

4. Rotational Approach: For a comprehensive understanding, it is proposed to rotate projects 

focusing on the goals, ensuring comprehensive coverage of the entire SDG spectrum, including 

less frequently addressed goals such as Gender Equality (SDG 5) or Life Below Water (SDG 14). 

5. Connecting Multiple SDGs: Most projects necessarily touch upon multiple SDGs because 

they are interconnected at a systemic level (for example, zero waste campaigns affect SDG 12, 

SDG 13, and SDG 15). 



The EuroCivic Lab project 
2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467                           page 17  

 

 
Project Partners 

 

 
 

 

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit  

M4: European Identity & 17 SDGs 

This structure, which takes EU frameworks as a basis and then places them in a local context 

through partnerships and student-led projects, ensures that education is not just about 

delivering content but also about empowering students to act in an informed and responsible 

manner ( European Commission 2019, 2022, 2023, European Sustainable Development Forum 

2022). 
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Partnerships, Monitoring & Local Impact 

Incorporating the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into the educational system 

requires community cooperation. Schools are in a unique position to act as catalysts for 

environmental change and community involvement. Partnerships enable students to engage 

in significant civic engagement, establishing the groundwork for an inclusive and sustainable 

Europe. In particular, SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) promotes cooperation between 

industry, education, civil society, and governments (UNESCO 2017.). 

1. Mapping Resources (ABCD Model): A strategic mapping of community resources and needs 

should be the first step in forming partnerships. The resources also suggest the Asset-Based 

Community Development (ABCD) strategy, which focuses on identifying the community's 

current strengths (talents, places, networks). 

2. Partners: Local government agencies, environmental organizations, youth centers, cultural 

institutions, and companies are all potential partners for schools. 

3. Collaborative Solutions: Problem-based cooperation scenarios that meet several SDGs can 

engage partners. For instance, SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities) and SDG 3 (Health) through clean 

mobility programs, and SDG 16 (Peace and Justice) and SDG 5 (Gender Equality) in cooperation 

with human rights organizations. 

4.Co-creation: In order for a partnership to be effective, everyone must contribute equally to 

the formulation of the agenda, the defining of the problem, and the development of the plan. 

In this manner, local institutions, families, civil groups, and students become knowledge 

producers rather than only recipients. 

4. Easy Monitoring and Local Impact Indicators 

Monitoring and evaluation (M&E) techniques that are multifaceted, ongoing, and interactive 

are necessary for the successful implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 
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pedagogical framework. Throughout the whole SDG spectrum, monitoring guarantees 

dedication, learning, and group impact. 

Indicators: 

SDG Pillar Indicators with examples Related 

SDGs 

Environmental Carbon footprint reduction, water and energy 

consumption, waste management data, biodiversity 

monitoring. 

SDG 6, 7, 12, 

13, 14, 15 

Social Participation rates in inclusive education, the extent of 

student volunteering, health and well-being surveys, 

and gender equality indicators. 

SDG 1, 3, 5, 

10, 16 

Economy, 

Innovation 

Participation in entrepreneurial projects, the number 

of partnerships maintained with local businesses, 

results in digital literacy 

SDG 8, 9, 17 

 

Involvement in entrepreneurial endeavours, the quantity of collaborations with nearby 

companies, and the results of digital literacy. Student Committees: "SDG working groups" can 

be formed to oversee project evaluation, guaranteeing ongoing input and introspection. 

• Tools: Students can record their findings using community surveys, reflective notebooks, 

and digital portfolios. 

• Value Orientation: In order to encourage the strengthening of European identity, reflection 

polls and meetings should also track developments in students' sense of solidarity, democratic 

agency, and intercultural awareness. 

Dissemination: 
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Pupils can share their result through scholar platforms and creating digital contents 

(infographics, podcasts) or via digital portfolios. 

European digital portals, such as the School Education Gateway and eTwinning, make it easier 

for schools and nations to share impact stories and outcomes. This dissemination lets schools 

incorporate their SDG activity into the larger EU framework and facilitates peer learning and 

comparative assessment at the European level.  
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Glossary 

Active Citizenship: You participate in community life and form opinions (e.g., student 

government). 

Agency: You take initiative, look for solutions, and do not wait for others. 

Collaboration: You work in a team, collaboratively, and listen to others. 

Cultural Sensitivity: Respecting diversity (e.g., participating in international projects). 

Democracy: This value means that citizens can freely decide about their own lives and have a 

say in how their country, or even the European Union, is run. It involves voting according to 

personal convictions in regularly held elections, but it also means shared responsibility to look 

out for each other and make decisions about the future together. 

Democratic Thinking: Understanding civic rights, duties, and justice. 

Diversity: Reflected in the EU motto, "Unity in Diversity!" The community is strong because 

its members are different (e.g., 27 member states, over 24 official languages), but they 

cooperate. 

Environmental Responsibility: You care for nature and live consciously (e.g., selective waste 

collection, tree planting). 

European integration is the process of European states coming together to make common 

decisions in various areas such as agriculture, economy or citizens’ rights. 

European policy is the sum of institutions, such as the European Parliament and the European 

Commission, that perform functions like the nation state, e.g. making decisions about food 

safety or about access to the social media platforms for young people. 

Future-oriented Thinking: You consider the long-term effects of decisions. 
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Global Awareness: You understand that everything is interconnected (e.g., knowing where 

the components of your phone come from). 

Green Deal (Climate Action): This is the EU's commitment to be climate-neutral by 2050. This 

involves member states aiming for net-zero CO₂ emissions, requiring participation from both 

households and businesses. 

Human Rights: These are fundamental rights and freedoms that belong to all of us, regardless 

of where we were born, our religion, gender, or financial situation. They are not privileges but 

fundamental freedoms that help us live with dignity, security, and justice. The principle is that 

all people are equal and entitled to these rights, which is a law every EU member state must 

comply with. Examples include the right to education, freedom of expression, and equal 

treatment. 

Rule of Law: This concept (linked to SDG 16: Peace, Justice) establishes that the rules protect 

everyone on the continent. 

Solidarity: This means that we stand together, help each other, and do not leave anyone 

alone, especially when they are in a difficult situation. It is a very strong part of European 

identity, involving concrete steps such as when EU member states provide material and 

human assistance to a country hit by a natural disaster. Solidarity allows people to move 

forward together and solve problems collectively. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): This is a global mission consisting of 17 goals 

introduced by the UN at the 2015 Paris Climate Summit. The SDGs seek solutions to problems 

such as poverty, climate change, inequality, and lack of clean water. The aim is for all countries 

to work together toward a sustainable future by 2030. These goals cover almost all areas of 

our lives and are often referred to as a mission to "save the Earth". 
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Sustainability Knowledge: Understanding environmental-social-economic connections (e.g., 

knowing what an ecological footprint or water footprint is). 

Systems Thinking: Seeing the causal chains (e.g., understanding why poverty is increasing due 

to climate change). 

Value-based decision-making: You make ethical and just decisions (e.g., evaluating whether 

to buy fast fashion clothes). 
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M4: European Identity & 17 SDGs 

Activities 

Activity 1: Debate-Workshop 

Activity Title:  

A New Beginning: Migration and Living Together Workshop 

Learning Objectives 

- To help students understand the concept of migration 

through empathy. 

- To introduce and explore European Union core values — 

human dignity, freedom, equality, solidarity, respect for 

human rights. 

- To develop respect for diversity, tolerance, and the 

awareness of living together peacefully. 

SDG Alignment 
SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities 

SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Human dignity, Equality, Solidarity, Freedom, Human rights 

Age/Level Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 
What comes to your mind when you think of immigrants? 

Duration 60–75 minutes 

Group Size & 

Grouping 
10–25 students 

Setting Classroom  

Materials & 

Resources 

- Colored cards, A4 paper, markers 

- Role cards (migrant family, local resident, journalist, - 

Colored cards, A4 paper, markers 



The EuroCivic Lab project 
2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467                           page 25  

 

 
Project Partners 

 

 
 

 

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit  

M4: European Identity & 17 SDGs 

- Role cards (migrant family, local resident, journalist, 

municipality officer, etc.) 

- Poster-making materials 

- Small poster or chart showing EU values 

- A symbolic “suitcase” (can be made from a box) 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

- Explain the causes and effects of migration. 

- Recognize the challenges migrants face. 

- Relate EU values to real-life examples. 

- Develop problem-solving and empathy skills. 

- Demonstrate respect for different viewpoints and practice 

constructive discussion. 

Description 

1. Icebreaker – “What Fits in One Suitcase?” (10 min) 

Students are given this scenario: “You suddenly have to leave your country and can 

take only one small suitcase. Which three things would you take with you?” Each 

student shares their choices. 

2. Introduction – “What is Migration?” (10 min) 

Facilitator explains migration, types, and EU values related to it. 

3. Group Work – “Everyone Has a Story” (20 min) 

Groups discuss migration challenges, local support, and EU values. They prepare 

short presentations, posters, or skits. 

4. Presentation & Reflection (20 min) 

Groups present ideas and discuss which EU value is most important. 

5. Closing – “Stronger Together” (5 min) 

Students write “One small thing I can do for living together is…” on cards and 

display them. 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

Posters, presentations, collaboration, self-assessment 

questions 
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Student 

Self-Assessment 

What is the most important thing I learned today? 

2. Have my thoughts about migrants changed? If yes, how? 

3. Which **European Union value** (equality, human dignity, 

freedom, solidarity, human rights) do I find most important? 

Why? 

4. What can I personally do to help people live together 

peacefully in my community? 

5. How well did I participate in my group today? 

   ☐ Very well  ☐ Well  ☐ A little  ☐ Not much 

6. How did I feel during the activity? (choose one or more) 

   ☐ Happy ☐ Curious ☐ Thoughtful ☐ Sad ☐ Inspired 

☐ Other: __________ 

  **My Reflection in One Sentence** 

 “Today I realized that 

____________________________________________.” 

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 

Posters and group presentations 

Self-assessment forms 

Teacher notes and reflections 

Photographs or short video clips (if permitted by the 

school) 

Self-assessment forms, reflection sentences, teacher report 

Dissemination school website, school social media account 
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Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Activity 2: Role Play 

Activity Title:  

Youth Court 

Learning Objectives 

- Analyze news articles about gender inequality. 

- Apply EU values to decide on the case or cases. 

- Argue, deliberate and recommend fair outcomes.  

SDG Alignment SDG  5- Gender Equality 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 

Human rights, equality, democracy. Rule of law, active 

citizenship 

Age/Level Lower secondary (13–15)] 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

- Some experience reading and analyzing news 

- Basic understanding of gender issues and human rights. 

Duration 
45´ (10´introduction+ group roles/ 20´reading and prepare 

the case / 10´mock trial / 5´debrief) 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Groups of 4 students: Judge, Prosecutor, Defender and a 

journalist 

Setting Classroom  

Materials & 

Resources 

Short articles (1 per each group) about Gender pay gap, 

gender-based violence, women in politics... f.e:.: 

https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/05/harvard-men-

gender-gap-education-employment , 

https://www.mydoh.ca/learn/blog/education/the-gender-

pay-gap-explained-for-kids-and-teens/  

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/what-is-

the-gender-pay-gap/  

https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/05/harvard-men-gender-gap-education-employment
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/05/harvard-men-gender-gap-education-employment
https://www.mydoh.ca/learn/blog/education/the-gender-pay-gap-explained-for-kids-and-teens/
https://www.mydoh.ca/learn/blog/education/the-gender-pay-gap-explained-for-kids-and-teens/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/what-is-the-gender-pay-gap/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/what-is-the-gender-pay-gap/


The EuroCivic Lab project 
2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467                           page 29  

 

 
Project Partners 

 

 
 

 

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit  

M4: European Identity & 17 SDGs 

Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

A journalist or an activist can be invited to comment.  

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

News articles presented in different ways; Visual Icons or 

pictures, to help defining the roles. 

Description 

 

The teacher explains the Youth Court goal and what students will do: judge real 

cases from the news. Each group receives a short article, and each element a 

specific role. 

Then the preparation starts: the journalist summarizes the news article, the 

prosecutor and defender prepare opposing arguments, and the judge drafts 2 or 3 

questions to ask both sides and plans the verdict.  

The trial begins: the journalist presents the case, each side argues, and the judge 

asks questions and announces a verdict.  

Everyone in class suggests a real action that could improve the situation.  

The work ends with a reflection: Imagine it’s 2035: what law exists because of 

attitudes that start today? Which attitudes? 

 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

Participation in the role-play, solid arguments, and 

respectful interaction. Peer feedback: What was the most 

convincing point you heard? 

Self-assessment: How well did I explain my point of view? 

Student 

Self-Assessment 
Self-assessment: How well did I explain my point of view? 

Peer Feedback 
Peer feedback: What was the most convincing point you 

heard and why? 
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Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect Synthesis of cases and verdicts; post-it reflections 

Impact Tracking 
Encourage civic and critical thinking; raise awareness of real 

issues. 

Dissemination Newsletter; social media campaign 

Next Steps 

A student-led podcast that explores real-life stories behind 

human rights, giving young people the chance to speak up, 

reflect, and make a difference. 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Activity 3: European Blue Laboratory   

Activity Title: 

European Blue Laboratory  SEA.UE 

Learning Objectives 

- Understand the ocean as a common good (natural, cultural 

and social) that connects nations (European; 

- Relate marine biodiversity and human cultural diversity, 

recognizing the multiple uses and meanings of the sea 

(ecological, economic, energy, migratory and symbolic); 

- Cooperate to develop a European Blue Charter that 

summarizes the values of sustainability, solidarity and 

ecological justice. 

SDG Alignment 

SDG 4 – Quality Education (active, interdisciplinary learning 

based on sensory experiences); 

SDG 14 – Life Below Water (conservation of marine and coastal 

ecosystems); 

SDG 16 – Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions (reflection on 

equity and shared responsibility) 

EU Values & Identity 

Link 

Cooperation, solidarity and pluralism: the sea that unites 

different cultures; 

Sustainability – a scientific and ethical vision of the protection 

of common natural and social resources; 

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15)] 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

- Basic concepts of marine ecosystems and geographical 

location of European seas; 

 - Sustainability - scientific and ethical perspectives on 

environmental issues, migration and interculturality; 

Duration 90´(or 45´+45´) 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

- Groups of 4–6 (students) 

- 2 teachers (mediators – Natural Sciences and Social Sciences 

and Humanities) 
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Setting 
- Classroom (if possible, science/biology laboratory); 

- If possible, outdoor space (beach) 

Materials & 

Resources 

Physical: Bottles with seawater, sand, dried seaweed); Cardboard, 

markers, A4/A3 sheets for the Blue Card; 

Digital: Tablet (Audio recordings of natural sounds and uses of the 

ocean; European digital ocean observation platforms - Copernicus 

Marine Service; European Atlas of the Seas); Camera (recording 

and photograph) 

Community/Stakehol

der Involvement 

(optional) 

Possible partnerships with living science centres, maritime 

museums, environmental NGOs, or local authorities with ocean 

literacy projects; 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

- Accessible to all students, with multiple inputs (visual, 

auditory, tactile, verbal). 

Description 

The classroom is transformed into a European Blue Laboratory (SEA.UE). In one 

immersive session, students imagine that the ocean is their teacher and ask: ‘What would 

it tell us about Europe?’ 

Students explore the relationship between biodiversity and the diversity of cultures and 

human uses of the ocean (food, energy, leisure, routes and refuge). 

While discussing these uses, they explore the sounds, textures and smells of the ocean, 

recording ideas that become the key topics of their ‘European Blue Charter’. This 

document aims to communicate the importance of the ocean to the European Union as 

a space for justice, solidarity and a sustainable future. 

Assessment 

https://marine.copernicus.eu/
https://marine.copernicus.eu/
https://marine.copernicus.eu/
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/european-atlas-seas_pt
https://learning-corner.learning.europa.eu/learning-materials/european-atlas-seas_pt
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Formative Assessment 

- Continuous observation during sensory exploration and 

group work, focusing on participation, cooperation and 

active listening; 

- Collective board of ideas; 

- Proposals from the “European Blue Charter”; 

Summative 

Assessment (if 

applicable) 

Concept/Message; Clarity in the link between science and 

culture; Communication of European values and the notion 

of Blue Justice. 

Student 

Self-Assessment 

What did I learn? Did I propose creative and realistic 

solutions to the challenges? What do I want others to hear 

in our Blue Charter? 

Peer Feedback Two stars and a wish 

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 

- Maps, diagrams, Post-it notes, drawings that record 

reasoning and the organization of ideas; 

- Sound recording of the Blue Sound Card (audio or video file). 

Impact Tracking Number and quality of proposals; 

Dissemination 
- Sharing the Blue Sound Charter on school platforms 

- Support from radio stations and school social networks; 

Next Steps 
- European archive of Blue Sound Letters, bringing together 

productions from partner schools. 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

Were the roles within the teams clear and did they work well? 

Did all students participate meaningfully? 

Were students able to reflect on the dimensions of “me, school, community”? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Activity 4: Group presentation 
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Activity Title:  

Activity 3- Group work – Lithuania – EU values and 17 sustainable development goals - 

what we know about them? 

Learning 

Objectives 

1.Understand  about EU values and the global Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

2.Complete the assigned tasks using the “Lego Serious Play” 

methodology. 

3. Prepare and present the group’s work results using 2–6 

sentences created by the students themselves. 

SDG Alignment 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Students already have basic knowledge of the essence of the 

17 Sustainable Development Goals and the related 

vocabulary—they can recognize and understand the key 

conceptual words connected to these goals 

Duration 

45 minutes= 5 minutes introduction+ 5 minutes- explanation 

of the task+ 15 minutes group work+ 10 minutes 

presentation + 5 minutes reflection 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Work in groups : 

1st group – 5 students 

2nd group -6 students. 

Groups are formed to ensure mutual support and collaborative 

learning. 
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Each group has a member who : 

1.Coordinator: 

● organizes the group work; 

● keeps the group focused on the task. 

2. Creative designer: 

● leads the creation of the Lego model; 

●  helps the team visualize abstract concepts. 

3. Timekeeper: 

● makes sure the group follows the time limits. 

4. Encourager: 

● ensures everyone feels included. 

5. Writer/ recorder: 

● writes down the group‘s ideas. 

Setting Classroom 

Materials & 

Resources 
Handouts , Lego, tablets. 

Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

- 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

Display photos of students’ work on the school Erasmus 

board. 

Description 
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1. Introduction ( 10 minutes ) 

Students watch content of the e- book created using book creator app by their 4th 

grade peers. Students  repeat the 17 SDG by naming each of them in its native 

language. 

https://www.storyjumper.com/book/read/184421971/68c38c6ec0c1f 

2. Group Work ( 15 minutes ) 

Students work in small groups. Each student receives one of the EU Sustainable 

Development Goals with a short, child-friendly description. Using the “Lego Serious 

Play” methodology, they create a vision of their assigned goal. 

3. Presentation ( 10 minutes ) 

Students of one group present their work for another group. 

4. Reflection ( 10 minutes ) 

At the end of the lesson, students review all 17 Sustainable Development Goals using 

an interactive Wordwall  Match up activity. After completing the match –up task, 

students briefly discuss which goals they remembered the most, what was easy or 

difficult, and why these goals are important in their daily lives. 

https://wordwall.net/resource/102184293/17-sustainable-development-goals 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

The teacher observes how students communicate with each 

other, collaborate within the group, and solve emerging 

problems, providing immediate feedback. 

Summative 

Assessment (if 

applicable) 

Students’ “Lego Serious Play” models and their 

presentations are assessed according to predetermined 

criteria. 

https://www.storyjumper.com/book/read/184421971/68c38c6ec0c1f
https://wordwall.net/resource/102184293/17-sustainable-development-goals
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Student 

Self-Assessment 

Students quickly evaluate themselves according to the success 

criteria and answer the questions: “What did I learn today?”, 

“What went well for me?”, “Where can I still improve?”. 

Peer Feedback 
Students provide feedback to one another using the 

“Tell/Ask/Give” model (tell – ask – give a suggestion). 

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect Photos  with students’ work samples. 

Impact Tracking 
Quick indicators (attitude shift, knowledge gains, community 

reach). Optional pre/post items. 

Dissemination School Erasmus board. 

Next Steps Further study of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

Teacher Reflection 

Students successfully grasped EU values and the global Sustainable Development 

Goals, actively participated in discussions, shared their ideas, and created Lego 

models that clearly reflected the main topics. This shows that students not only 

understood the information presented but were also able to apply it practically. 

However, not all students had the opportunity to express their thoughts, so the 

communication aspect of the lesson was not fully developed. 
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Partnerships during the lesson encouraged teamwork skills—the ability to listen to 

others’ opinions and make decisions together. At the community level, this 

contributed to understanding EU values and the Sustainable Development Goals, as 

collaboration allowed students to gain new knowledge and skills that are useful in 

everyday life and foster social responsibility. 
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Activity 5: Quiz 

Activity Title:  

“Eco-Europe: Think Smart, Act Together” - Playful quiz about the 

Sustainable Development Goals and European Identity 

Learning Objectives 

Students can recognize and apply Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) in daily and community activities. 

Raise awareness of the role of social activism in community 

life 

SDG Alignment 

SDG 4: Quality Education 

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities 

SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production 

SDG 13: Climate Action 

SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 

Democracy and active citizenship 

Cultural diversity and respect 

Cooperation and solidarity 

Sustainability and responsibility 

Age/Level Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Basic concepts: citizenship, community, environmental 

responsibility 

Awareness of SDGs and sustainability 

Duration 

Total time + breakdown 90' =10 + 30 + 25 + 15 + 10 

10 min: warm-up, rules explanation 

30 min: quiz completion 

25 min: peer quiz correction 

10 min: discuss incorrect answers with partner 

10 min: teacher-led summary, topic review 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Individual completion: each student answers independently 

Or small groups: 2–3 students per group, discussing 

answers together (cooperative learning approach) 
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Setting Classroom and online 

Materials & 

Resources 

Printed quiz sheets or digital platform (Google Forms, 

Kahoot, Quizizz) 

Pen or computer/tablet 

Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

Student council, school environmental clubs 

Teachers, parents, local community organizations – e.g., 

showcasing sustainability projects 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

Large font size, clear and readable layout 

Questions and answers in simple, clear language 

Digital platforms: screen-reader-friendly, colorblind-safe 

colors 

Multiple ways to respond: written, oral, or digital 

submission 

Description 

Quiz task description – European identity and SDGs 

The quiz questions are available at the following link: 

https://wayground.com/embed/quiz/69109c8d42b7a31059d13b43 

 

The main purpose of this 30-minute quiz, in the classroom or online, is to link the 

principles of European identity and citizenship with the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) and social activism. During the quiz, students have the opportunity to 

apply the knowledge they have already acquired, develop critical thinking, and 

reflect on their own role in the community. 

Primary task and objectives 

 

1. Knowledge and application: 

Through quiz questions, students should recognize how SDGs appear in the lives of 

European communities and how they relate to everyday decisions. The questions 

require logical and practical thinking, so students will be able to apply their 

knowledge in concrete examples. 

2. Value analysis – in the light of European values: 

https://wayground.com/embed/quiz/69109c8d42b7a31059d13b43
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Quiz questions encourage students to think about the importance of European 

values in everyday decisions: 

Respect: How is respect reflected in community participation, for example when 

working together on a sustainability project? 

Solidarity: How does joint action strengthen social responsibility and solidarity with 

future generations (connection to sustainable development goals)? 

Equality: How are inclusion and the involvement of students from different 

backgrounds enforced in community activities? 

 

3. Call to action: 

Quiz is not only a knowledge check, but also a reflective activity. During the 

questions, students have the opportunity to: 

• make recommendations for community or school sustainability actions, 

• to understand the significance of social activism and community participation, 

• to recognize the causal links between local and global problems. 

 

4. Skills to be developed: 

• Critical thinking and logical reasoning 

• Applied knowledge in SDG and EU topics 

• Community participation and social activism 

• Cultural sensitivity and cooperation 

This quiz can therefore also be interpreted as a short, reflective citizens' action 

project, which shows that European values and the goals of sustainable 

development are linked to everyday decisions and community action. 

 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 
Participation and collaboration. 

Summative 

Assessment (if 

applicable) 

Product/performance to be graded (poster, policy brief, 

prototype, presentation). Attach or reference rubric. 
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Student 

Self-Assessment 

Reflection from students: 1. What did I learn during the 

task? 

2. What was my strength, and what do I need to improve? 

3. How did I contribute to the teamwork? 

Peer Feedback See table below. 

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 
The quiz results and a list of the specific answers given by 

the students serve as evidence of their knowledge level. 

Impact Tracking 

Monitoring the average score and the frequency of errors 

on key concepts (e.g., types of activism) indicates the 

mastery of the material 

Dissemination 

Sharing the correct answers and presenting the class 

performance average provides feedback to the students on 

their knowledge. 

Next Steps 

Based on common mistakes, issuing extra practice tasks or 

adapting the content of the next lesson where weaknesses 

were identified. 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Quiz: 

1. A student government will be established in your school, where students can give ideas for 

beautifying the yard. What does this act show? 

A) They do it only because it is fashionable 

B) Active citizenship and participation in the life of the community  

C) Only the quickest solution matters 

D) Only teachers decide, students have no role 

 

2. Which action best helps protect the environment on a daily basis? 

A) Throw away all food at all times 

B) To take plastic bottled water every day 

C) To use a reusable water bottle  

D) To choose only the cheapest solutions 

 

3. Why is it important for European citizens to learn about each other's culture and traditions? 

A) Just for the sake of learning 

B) That respect for cultural diversity and community identity be strengthened  

C) Because everyone should think the same way 

D) Just to make them feel comfortable when travelling 
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4. If a student starts a community project to clean the city park and involves others, what goal 

does he achieve? 

A) Just watch the process 

B) Expecting everyone else to act 

C) Social activism and cooperation with the community  

D) Just to do the job quickly on your own 

 

5. What can happen if the industry of a European country pollutes the rivers through which 

other countries also get water? 

A) There will be trouble only in the vicinity of the factory 

B) Pollution may also affect neighboring countries  

C) Nothing, the river remains clear everywhere 

D) Rivers are not connected to each other 

 

6. Which action best helps to link sustainable development with community participation? 

A) To talk about it only, but not to act on it 

B) To do everything by oneself 

C) To give ideas, organize and involve others in the project  

D) Just waiting for others to do something 
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7. If a class jointly plans the school energy saving program, what goal do they support? 

A) To choose only quick fixes 

B) Sustainable development and protection of the environment  

C) Reducing the electricity bill only 

D) Nothing, because electricity cannot be saved 

 

8. Why is it important for young Europeans to take part in community actions, such as cleaning 

up urban parks or planting trees? 

A) They only do it because it's fun 

B) For leisure only 

C) Because it helps to practice social activism and strengthen the community  

D) It makes no sense 

 

9. A group of students wants to prepare a call on waste reduction in school. What do they 

need to do first to make the project a success? 

A) Affix only a poster, without any other steps 

B) To discuss with the group, gather ideas and decide together  

C) To write the invitation alone, not show it to anyone 

D) To wait for teachers to solve it for them 

10. How does sustainable urban development relate to the strengthening of European 

identity? 
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A) Only the modernity of buildings matters 

B) Nothing to do with identity 

C) Community planning and participation help to ensure the exercise of democratic and 

European values  

D) The style of cities does not matter in terms of identity 

 

11. Why is it important to pay attention to students from different cultures and backgrounds 

during school or local projects? 

A) Because that way everyone can participate and we respect diversity  

B) Only the best ideas matter 

C) Just to win more awards 

D) Only teachers may decide 

 

12. If a community project aims to reduce food waste at school, which activity is most 

effective? 

A) To talk about it only, but not act on it 

B) It is only the responsibility of the student government 

C) To organize a regular sharing or composting program  

D) To throw away all leftover food 
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Correct answers: 

1:B; 2:C; 3:B; 4:C; 5:B; 6:C; 7:B; 8:C; 9:B; 10:C; 11:A; 12:C 
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Activity 6: Case Study 

Activity Title:  

Biodiversity Walk: The Green Heritage – Observing Local Ecosystems 

through European Values 

Learning Objectives To learn and understand the concepts of Just transition 

SDG Alignment 

SDG 15 (Life on Land – focus on local ecosystems and 

conservation), SDG 13 (Climate Action – green spaces and 

carbon sequestration), SDG 4 (Quality Education). 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 

Respect (for all life forms, not just human), Solidarity (with 

future generations by preserving ecological services), 

Equality (understanding the equal value of all species in the 

ecosystem). 

The EU's role in promoting the global conservation agenda 

(SDG 15) and treating the environment as a shared heritage 

and common good that transcends national borders. 

Age/Level Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Basic knowledge about the EU and the SDGs, biodiversity, 

native and invasive species 

Charged cell phones, basic first aid kit 

 

Duration 

Total time+ breakdown  90' =10 + 30+ 25 + 15+10 

10min for the Introduction and focus 

30 minutes walk 

25 minutes Vulnerability status assessment 

15 Action PLan 

10 minutes Reflection and presentation 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Whole class/ pairs/ groups of 3-5; note how groups are 

formed (mixed ability, roles). 
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Setting 
Classroom / Lab / Outdoors/ Community venue / Online / 

Hybrid. 

Materials & 

Resources 

Google maps, notebook, questionnaire. Treasure hunt 

package, https://www.inaturalist.org/ Merlin Bird ID, PLant 

Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

Local government offices- and environmental NGOs, 

National Parcs 

 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

Visualization, digital and paper-based materials, photos, 

presentation 

Description 

The main goal of this 90-minute outdoor practical work is to connect local nature 

observations with the global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and core 

European values. 

In a local park or a schoolyard, students are split into groups and handed the task of 

being "Local Ecosystem Assessors." 

Primary Task and Objectives 

Species assessment: Students have to locate, photograph, and record particular 

species, using identification apps (e.g., iNaturalist), and put a strong emphasis on the 

difference between invasive (aggressive) and native (local heritage) plants and 

animals on a “Treasure Hunt” List. 

Value Analysis: The teams have to debate the presented ethical issues while analysing 

their results through the lens of European values. 

- Respect: How can we show respect to all living beings, even those that we 

might label as "ugly"? 

- Solidarity: In what way does maintaining local biodiversity represent solidarity 

with future generations (SDG 15)? 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
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- Equality: In what ways do social and economic conflicts mirror the rivalry 

between invasive and native species? 

Action Plan: Groups draft a short "Green Heritage Action Plan" identifying specific 

steps the community or the school might take to not only enhance the local ecology 

but also to reduce the risk of invasive species. Goal: Propose 3-5 concrete, achievable 

steps to improve the biodiversity of the surveyed area. 

Through this activity, a biology lesson is converted into a civic action project that 

demonstrates how taking care of the environment locally is a co-responsibility of 

Europe and the world. 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 
Participation and collaboration. 

Summative 

Assessment (if 

applicable) 

Presentation  Attach or reference rubric. 

Student 

Self-Assessment 

Reflection from students: 1. What did I learn during the 

task? 

2. What was my strength, and what do I need to improve? 

3. How did I contribute to the teamwork? 

 

Peer Feedback Protocol (e.g., Tell/Ask/Give). See table below. 

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 
Photos or drawings, Action Plans, Treasure Hunt List 

fulfilled (see after description) 

Impact Tracking 
Scientific observation, ethical analysis, practical application, 

communication. 
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Dissemination 
The suggestion could be sent to tocal environmental 

protection office. 

Next Steps 

Creation a wilder biodiversity walk for local citizen guided by 

the students with the help of local National Park, 

environmental NGO. Or track in https://www.inaturalist.org/ 

and share their results. 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 

 

Criteria Description Poor (0-1 Pt) Acceptable (2 

Pts) 

Excellent (3 Pts) Max 

Pts 

Accuracy of 

Documentation 

Correct identification 

and accurate 

documentation 

(photos/sketches, 

location) of the 

required Native and 

invasive species on the 

Treasure Hunt List. 

Identification is 

largely incorrect 

or incomplete. 

Most species 

are correctly 

identified and 

documented. 

All species are 

accurately 

identified, clearly 

documented, and 

well-organized. 

3 

Ecological 

Analysis 

Understanding of the 

native/invasive 

distinction and the 

basic ecological role 

(e.g., predator, 

decomposer) of the 

identified species. 

Distinction 

between 

native/invasive 

is 

misunderstood 

or absent. 

The ecological 

roles are 

generally 

understood 

and stated. 

Clear, accurate 

explanation of the 

species' ecological 

impact and the 

threat posed by 

the invasive 

species. 

3 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
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Portfolio 

Organization 

Clarity and 

completeness of the 

final submitted 

log/portfolio (including 

evidence from 

apps/sketches). 

Log is messy, 

incomplete, and 

difficult to 

follow. 

Log is complete 

but lacks visual 

or 

organizational 

clarity. 

Log is 

comprehensive, 

visually clear, and 

systematically 

presented. 

2 
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Activity 7: Other short activity 

Activity Title:  

Design your own “Planetary Passport” 

Learning Objectives 

Responsible Consumption (SDG 12) and Strengthening 

European Solidarity: The central objective of this activity is to 

make students aware that common European values (e.g. 

solidarity, respect for the environment) and the responsible 

consumer behavior (the "actions") resulting from them 

directly help protect the planet.) 

SDG Alignment 
SDG 12 Responsible Consumption linked to European 

Solidarity 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Solidarity 

Age/Level Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

They should know SDG12 and SDG15, and Solidarity, 

wastefulness 

Duration 

Total time+ breakdown. 30=5+15+10 

5 minutes : introduction of the activity 

15 minutes: drawing, design the passport 

10 Presentation 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Whole class/ pairs/ groups of 3-5; note how groups are 

formed (mixed ability, roles). 

Setting Classroom  

Materials & 

Resources 

Physical (poster paper, markers coloring pencils, or pens) 

SDG and planet stickers 

, Digital (Google Sites, Power Point, Canva),  
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Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

NGOs, municipal offices, local business ; contact person & 

role. 

Accessibility & 

Inclusion 

short ppt about SDG12 and SDG 15,, one explanation of 

deeds regarding European values., Provide a sample 

passport Engagement{choice/voice}. 

An explanation 

 This is an interactive/creative task: students design and make their own “Planetary 

Passport”. 

• Procedure: 

1. Everyone receives a folded piece of cardboard (the passport cover). 

2. The teacher identifies 3-4 main European values (e.g. Respect for the 

Environment, Equality, Solidarity). Each value is assigned an SDG (e.g. Respect for 

the Environment $\ SDG 15: Life on Land). 

3. Students write a value and the corresponding SDG on each inner page. 

4. On each page, they draw or write three specific daily actions that they, as 

responsible European citizens, will do. These will be the “Planetary Visas”. 

Example (Solidarity/SDG 12): 1. I will fix my broken toy, not throw it away.  

2. I will share the leftovers from my snack.  

3. I check if the product is local before buying. 

5. At the end of the task, they present their “visas” and explain why common 

European values (e.g. the importance of repair instead of waste) help protect the 

planet. 

 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

Reflexion, connecting concepts, relevance, emotional 

identification 

Summative 

Assessment (if 

applicable) 

Passport created on paper or in a digital form( f.e. Canva) 
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Student 

Self-Assessment 
 Self-Reflection 

Peer Feedback 

Protocol Ask, it would be nice to follow if the pupils take 

their actions serious and ask them if they really did it for a 

certain while.  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 

Photos (with permissions), The completed passports will be 

displayed on the classroom wall after presentation, or in a 

digital gallery on the school homepage, facebook,etc. 

Impact Tracking 
Quick indicators (attitude shift, knowledge gains, 

community reach). Optional pre/post items. 

Dissemination School website and classroom exhibition 

Next Steps Possible cooperation with NGO’s and fundraising 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Fig.3 Example of Planetary Passport 
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Lesson Plans 

Lesson Plan 1 

Lesson Title:  

SDGs and European Identity 

Logistics 

Subject/Class/Group: Geography 

Date & Duration (total): 45 minutes 

Teacher:  

Learning Objectives 

- Communication Skills: They should be able to clearly 

formulate and share their thoughts and ideas. 

- Creativity: Searching for new and innovative solutions to 

problems. 

- Problem-solving Skills: They should be able to translate 

global problems into concrete actions at the local level. 

- Collaboration and Empathy: Students should understand 

that achieving the goals requires joint effort and practice 

empathy towards people in different situations. 

 

Success Criteria 

Students should be able to name at least 5-6 SDGs 

(Sustainable Development Goals) and provide at least two 

concrete examples of actions related to those goals, drawn 

from their own lives. 

Key Content & 

Resources 

- Concept of Sustainable Development: The balance of 

environmental, social, and economic aspects. 

- The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The 17 

goals, serving as a framework for joint efforts to solve global 

challenges. 

- Local Action, Global Impact: The idea that individual actions 

carried out at the local level also contribute to solving global 

problems 
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Methods & 

Grouping 
Individual work, whole class, pair work, groups (3–5 people).. 

Lesson Flow  

(5 steps) 

1. Motivation and Arousal of Interest: Introducing the 

topic with questions and examples that are relevant and 

relatable to the students. 

2. Knowledge Transfer: Presenting the concept of 

sustainable development and the fundamental content of the 

SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals). 

3. Skill Development: Providing tasks (the Idea Tree and 

Action Wall project) that develop creativity, problem-solving, 

and collaboration. 

4. Socialization Function: Creating opportunities for 

group work, communication, and collective thinking. 

5. Feedback and Assessment: Discussing the completed 

work, summarizing individual and group results, and mapping 

out possibilities for further action. 

 

Description 

1. Introduction 

Introduction: Connecting to Global Problems  

Task: Students, in groups, receive pictures depicting global 

problems (pollution, water scarcity, etc.). The groups define 

the problem they see and then compare their findings 

collectively. 

 

Teacher Guidance: The teacher steers the discussion with 

questions: 

- Why might this be a problem? 

- Whom does it affect? 

- Why is it important to solve it? 

 

Time: 5 minutes 
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2. Presentation/ 

Inquiry 

- Introduction of New Knowledge: Mapping the SDGs 

(Goal Card Game) 

- Materials: Prepare 17 cards, one for each SDG, 

featuring the goal's icon and a short, easy-to-understand 

description. 

- Activity: Draw and Tell: Students draw a card and 

explain how it relates to their own lives, or how they see the 

goal reflected in their immediate environment. 

- Example: For the goal "Clean Water and Sanitation," 

they can discuss tap water quality, the cleanliness of local 

bodies of water, or how they save water at home. 

 

Time: 10 minutes 

3. Application/ 

Practice 

Knowledge Consolidation (Goal-Problem Pairing) 

- Task: Distribute two card packs: 

- First card pack: Contains concrete problems, such as 

"There is a lot of trash on the streets" or "There are not 

enough doctors in the village." 

- Students must pair the problem cards with the 

corresponding SDG cards. 

- Goal: Students must find the connection between the 

global goals and real-life, local problems. 

 

Time: 10 minutes 

 

4. Individualisation 

& Integration 

Action Planning and Visualization (Idea Tree Project) 

- The Tree Trunk: Draw a large tree on a piece of paper, 

writing "Sustainable Development Goals" on the trunk. 

- The Branches: The branches represent the 17 SDGs, 

labeled with their names. 

- The Leaves: Cut out leaf shapes from colored paper 

(prepared in advance to save time during the lesson), and 

every student receives one. 

- Students write on their leaf what they themselves can 

do to achieve that specific goal. For example, for the "Clean 
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Water and Sanitation" branch, leaves might feature ideas like 

"I won't let the water run unnecessarily while showering." 

- Assembly: The leaves are glued onto the corresponding 

branches. 

- Outcome: This visual and collective task helps students 

translate the goals into concrete actions. The finished 

creation will serve as an inspirational action wall, making the 

collective effort visible to everyone. 

 

Time: 18 minutes 

5. Review & 

Evaluation 

Conclusion and Reflection 

Two Stars and a Wish: Students name two positive things 

(two stars) about the lesson/their work and offer one 

suggestion ("one wish") on how to make it even better. 

 

Time: 2 minutes 

Assessment 

Formative Checks (Teacher Observation) 

-   The teacher observes: engagement, collaboration, and attempts at argumentation. 

The teacher does not assign grades, but merely notes and reflects back on the 

behavior, providing space for self-expression. 

-   Summative Assessment (Product-Based) 

-   Product: The Action Tree / Idea Tree as a collective product displayed on the 

classroom wall or in the hallway. 

-   Goal: Not a grade, but visible progress and shared effort. 

-   Student Self/Peer Assessment 

-   Method: "Connection Circle" 

-   Task: Every student selects an action from another student's leaf or idea that they 

believe they could also implement. 

Outcome (Briefly): A short statement: "This is how I join in." 

Differentiation & 

Inclusion 

- Expert Group Method for dividing the thematic areas. 

- Visual and Auditory Support: Since the SDGs are 

visually strong (icons, colors), always use the icons for the 

goals. Read the key concepts aloud and explain them again. 
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- Short, Clear Instructions: Instructions should be brief 

and segmented, both in writing and verbally. 

- Pair and Group Work: Place stronger students (tutors) 

in the groups to support their peers. It's important that this is 

not embarrassing! For example, you can hand out task cards 

with varying difficulty discreetly. 

- Extra Time and Aids: Provide extra time for completing 

tasks or responding, and allow aids (e.g., list of highlighted 

concepts, word processing program instead of handwriting, 

calculator for word problems). 

Homework / 

Extension 

(optional) 

 

Notes / Tips /  

Reflection 

- The 10–12 age group is mature enough to understand 

global problems, but a playful, illustrative approach is still 

needed. 

- By posing questions, we involve them in thinking, and 

the discussion immediately turns to the essence: problems 

and their solutions. 

- Presenting the SDGs is like introducing the world's 

superhero missions. Each goal is a mission that we must 

accomplish/solve. 
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Lesson Plan 2 

Lesson Title:  

European Blue Laboratory (SEA.UE) 

Logistics 

Civic Education / Critical and Creative Thinking 

Class/Group:  12-15 (lower secondary) 

Date & Duration (total): 45’+45’ 

Teacher: 

Learning Objectives 

- Understand the ocean as a common good (natural, cultural 

and social) that connects nations (European; 

- Relate marine biodiversity and human cultural diversity, 

recognizing the multiple uses and meanings of the sea (ecological, 

economic, energy, migratory and symbolic); 

- Cooperate to develop a European Blue Charter that summarizes 

the values of sustainability, solidarity and ecological justice. 

Success Criteria 

-Students connect ocean biodiversity with cultural and social 

diversity in Europe; 

- To be able to communicate scientific and ethical ideas about 

the ocean in a creative way; 

- The Blue Charter Sound Piece effectively translates written 

ideas into a shared auditory experience. 

- Group collaboration shows active listening, inclusion, and co-

creation. 

- Peer and self-reflection demonstrate critical awareness of 
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the ocean’s multiple roles (ecological, economic, migratory, 

symbolic).  

Key Content & 

Resources 

Keywords/concepts: European ecosystems and cultures, 

digital citizenship, justice. 

  

Main sources: European Commission – Directorate-General 

for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE): EU Blue 

Economy Report; Mission Restore Our Ocean and Waters by 

2030. 

- UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

(IOC-UNESCO): Ocean Literacy for All: A Toolkit (2017). 

- Network of European Blue Schools; 

- European Commission – Migration and Home Affairs (DG 

HOME): 

 Migration in the European Union: Facts and Figures; 

 EU Action Plan on Integration and Inclusion 2021–2027. 

  

Materials/tools: Audio library of ocean sounds (cetaceans, 

waves, wind, boats, ports, human voices); Natural and 

recycled materials: sand, salt, seaweed, wood, shells, fabrics, 

objects collected from the coast; 

Art and science materials: paper, markers, scissors, glue, blue 

card stock, notebooks; Digital:  smartphones/ Tablets and 

internet access; Planning Template. 

Methods & 

Grouping 

Guided discussion in groups (3 or 4), creative production and 

reflection (all class). 

https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/network-european-blue-schools_en
https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills/ocean-literacy/network-european-blue-schools_en
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Lesson Flow 

 (5 steps) 
Watch; Ask; Think; Create; Reflect. 

Description 

1. Introduction 

Objective: To spark curiosity and empathy for the ocean as a 

living and cultural system that unites Europe. 

Activity: Present the central question: ‘If the ocean were a 

teacher, what would it want to teach us about Europe?’ 

- Play sounds of the sea (waves, cetaceans, wind, voices, 

engines). 

- Ask students to listen with their eyes closed and share their 

feelings, memories or ideas. 

- Write keywords on the board (emotions, memories, scientific 

and cultural ideas). 

Time: 10 min 
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2. Presentation/ 

Inquiry 

Objective: To understand the multiple roles of the ocean: 

ecological, economic, migratory and cultural. 

Activity: Briefly present, in a dialogue format, how the ocean 

sustains biodiversity, energy, transport and migration. 

- Relate each dimension to sounds; 

- Guide discussion on ethical and environmental challenges. 

- List of topics and values (sustainability, solidarity, justice, 

cooperation) that will serve as the basis for the Blue Charter. 

Time: 15 min 

3. Application/ 

Practice 

Objective: To create, as a group, the European Blue Charter and 

give it a voice and sound — transforming ideas into sensory 

expression. 

Activity: Divide the class into groups and ask each group to write 

a part of the Blue Charter. 

- Provide tactile and creative materials (sand, salt, shells, 

fabrics). 

- Challenge the groups to “give sound” to their words — with 

recordings, beats, voice, or natural sounds. 

- Help them to combine the parts into a collective text and 

sound piece. 
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Time: 20 min 

4. Individualisation & 

Integration 

Objective: To give students a voice and value collective 

thinking. 

  

Activity: Presentation of the Blue Letters and their proposals 

for a fairer and more sustainable Europe. - Lead a brief 

discussion on: What values and messages are repeated in the 

letters?; What new ideas about the ocean and Europe have 

emerged?; What suggestions could we send as 

“recommendations” to the European Union? 

- Record the strongest proposals (verbal or written) on a 

collective panel or mural — the “School Blue Letter”. 

  

Time: 25 min 

5. Review & 

Evaluation 

Objective: To evaluate the process and the final product, 

promoting self-assessment and peer assessment. 

Teacher actions: Guide questions such as: What have we 

discovered? Which part of the letter best represents us? What 

future actions can we propose? 

- Apply a assessment grid (participation, creativity, integration 

of European identity values). 
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Time: 20 min 

Assessment 

Formative checks: Continuous observation of student interactions and participation 

during all stages (listening, exploration, creation, sharing). 

Summative: Assessment of the collective final product and creative process: Scientific 

and social understanding of the ocean and its multiple roles; 

Integration of European values; Creativity and communication; Collaborative work 

Student self/peer: What have I learnt about the ocean and about Europe? What 

message do I want to send to the European Union? 

Differentiation & 

Inclusion 

The activity is designed to be multisensory, multimodal, and 

collaborative, allowing each student to participate according to 

their skills, interests, and modes of expression (visual, verbal, 

auditory, tactile). 

Homework / 

Extension (optional) 

Each student writes (or records) a short personal entry  (text, 

sound or image) about the role of the ocean in their life or in 

their region. 

Notes / Tips /  

Reflection 

What worked; what to adjust next time. 
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Feedback for the module 

Please provide your view about how your learning took place in this module. 

1. Which one thing did you find most helpful in your learning experience? 

 

2. Which one thing did you find as most challenging in this course? 

 

3. Which one thing would you keep in this course? 

 

4. Any other comment? 
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