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1. Introduction 

This is a resource for students in upper primary or lower secondary education (approximately 

10–15 years old). As a learner, you will read about the European Union (EU) and how all 

Europeans are linked to it. The main aim of this booklet is to support students to make a 

difference to their local and wider community. Being a student does not mean you cannot 

contribute to your community. You can share ideas, ask questions, and take part in school or 

local projects about issues you care about, such as the environment, helping others, or 

improving how people cooperate. You do not need to wait until you can vote to start learning 

how democracy works and how citizens can get involved in respectful ways. For example, you 

may be interested in the environment, helping other people or animals and improving 

collaboration with others. You do not have to wait until you become an adult and have a right 

to vote to make a difference about these. You are still a citizen and can be involved.  

This module will help you learn about EU identity and citizenship so that you can be more 

engaged and lead changes in topics that matter to you: 

● What are the roots of European identity? 

● What makes someone European? Or in other words what are the elements of our 

identity that unite the Europeans? 

● We are all citizens of countries. How is this identity different from the European 

identity? 

● What can student communities do to be involved and active in topics that are 

important?  
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1.1 Learning Objectives 

The learning targets for the students who study this material are:  

1. Understand the roots of the European identity 

2. Analyse some elements of European identity  

3. Compare the European identity with their national identity and explain the similarities 

and differences between these identities 

4. Understand what cultural diplomacy is and how it is linked to European identity 

5. Discuss ways that they can be involved to lead change in their community  

6. Be ready to collaborate with their classmates, other members of their school 

community and local community to suggest solutions for important topics 

7. Be able to organise events and other actions on topics that matter to them!  

To summarise, the key objective of this module is to support students to learn about their 

European identity and its elements and empower them as citizens of the European Union (EU). 

Students as citizens can be involved in public dialogue, activism or other initiatives so they 

should be informed about these issues, feel confident about their knowledge and be ready to 

take action!   
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3. Historical Evolution of European Identity 

Identity is important for people. Through identities people can define themselves and 

understand their communities and human relationships. It includes culture, language, history, 

values, and changes over time based on experiences and interaction with others (Jenkins, 

2014). European identity creates to the people in Europe a sense of belonging. It is a complex 

identity with social and political aspects. These aspects include common values, shared 

experiences and political and cultural heritage among the peoples of Europe. In reality, 

European identity does replace national identities, but connects people in Europe and shows 

what it means to be European (Delanty & Rumford, 2005). 

European identity has developed gradually through history. Ancient Greece contributed key 

ideas like democracy and civic participation, while Ancient Rome shaped laws and citizenship. 

Later, Christianity and the influence of the Catholic Church provided a unifying ideology across 

medieval Europe. These historical roots laid the foundation for what we now think of as 

"Europe" (Pagden, 2002). After the Renaissance and the Enlightenment, Europe became a 

space associated with progressive movements, liberal ideas, and the pursuit of freedom. The 

intellectual legacy of humanism and rationalism laid the foundations for modern democracy, 

scientific inquiry, and individual rights (Israel, 2019). However, the devastation brought by the 

First and Second World Wars revealed the fragility of these ideals and the destructive potential 

of nationalism and division. In the aftermath of these conflicts, Europeans sought solutions to 

prevent future wars and live together peacefully. This led to the formation of the European 

Union (EU) , a community of European states that chose cooperation against conflict  for their 

shared prosperity and security (Dinan, 2020; Wallace, Pollack, & Young, 2021). The founding 

vision of the EU aimed to change Europe from a continent of wars into one of peace, 

cooperation, solidarity, and mutual development (European Commission, 2020). 
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Remember!!! 

“European Identity has grown over many centuries. It brings together ideas from 

Greece, Rome, Christianity, the Enlightenment, and the wish for peace after war. 

Being European means sharing values of democracy, cooperation, and respect. 

The European identity does not replace national identities, but connects them in 

one big community.” 
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4. Key Dimensions of Identity 

4.1. European identity 

European identity is like being part of a big, friendly team made up of many different 

countries. In this respect, European identity is not something stable or isolated. The 

construction and continuous shaping of the European identity take place at different levels, 

such as, national and transnational. An important and creative way to understand the 

dialogue that takes place between peoples and countries is the concept of European Public 

Sphere (EPS). The EPS can be understood as a space - although not a physical one - where 

people from all over Europe talk, exchange ideas, and learn about issues that affect the 

whole continent. In simple terms, it means that Europeans don’t just think and speak within 

their own countries but also take part in common conversations about European matters — 

like climate change, peace, democracy, or human rights. EPS thus is a communication space 

that is built through the media, culture, and communication, helping people in different 

countries feel connected to each other and take part in shaping Europe’s common identity 

and future (Sarikakis & Kolokytha, 2019). 

 

So, what does it mean to be European? 

1. Belonging to a shared cultural and historical tradition rooted in ancient civilizations, 

religion, the Enlightenment, and modern democratic values. This means that all 

Europeans feel like they belong to a big cultural family that is constructed by and 

contains various cultural and historical traditions common to all Europeans (Delanty, 

2019; Habermas, 2012). In this common history, aspects like philosophy, law, 

citizenship, and governance or reason, science, individual rights, and freedom are the 

cornerstone of European unity (Bruter, 2005; Risse, 2010).  
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2. Participating in a common political and legal framework through EU citizenship, which 

provides rights, such as free movement, voting, and access to shared institutions. 

Although not all European countries are members of the EU many of them are 

influenced by the EU institutions or initiatives while some countries participate actively 

in the European sociopolitical and cultural framework. For example, even though 

Switzerland is not a member state of the EU, it is considered as a European country 

and participates in many EU initiatives, such as the ease of movement to or from the 

EU countries or educational programmes for Swiss or EU citizens which allow them to 

study in the EU countries or in Switzerland respectively (European Commission, 2020; 

European Commission, 2023).   

3. Embracing unity in diversity, recognizing and respecting different national, ethnic, and 

linguistic identities while working together for peace, solidarity, and collective 

progress. Unity in diversity is the main motto of the EU. It means that as Europeans we 

respect and support the diversity of each people and each country because the 

empowerment and support of diversity is the real strength of the unity and the 

European family (European Union, 2023; Delanty, 2019).  

4. National identity means to have national rights like voting or free movement in each 

country and also include citizen’s responsibilities over national bodies. European 

identity as a bigger idea gives you more rights out of your country’s borders, such as 

to work or study in other European countries or to travel through Europe much more 

easily (Bruter, 2005; Risse, 2010).  

5. In national identity there is a greater importance on national myths, ideas, regional 

history and culture and in many cases all these things are the main components of 

national identity. European identity is mostly related to shared ideas like cooperation, 

peace building, democratic values, and a sense of common belonging (Habermas, 

2012; Delanty, 2019).  
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National and European identities share certain similarities, yet they represent distinct social 

constructs. National identity typically evokes a sense of belonging to a close-knit community 

united by common traits, historical experiences, and shared cultural narratives. In contrast, 

European identity functions as a wider and more inclusive framework — one that does not 

seek to erase or substitute national affiliations but rather incorporates them into a broader 

collective whole. Within this European context, individuals maintain their regional and 

national identities while simultaneously enriching them through interaction, coexistence, and 

mutual respect within a shared European “home.” 

 

4.2. National identity 

It is important not to confuse European identity with National Identity. Let’s explore some of 

the key differences. 

1. National identity is like being a member of a big family with similar characteristics, a 

country (e.g. Austria, Greece, Italy). European Identity refers to something bigger. 

European identity is a collective identity as a feeling like you are also part of something 

bigger, Europe, where many countries work together. 

2. National identity is something we learn when we are children, from our families, 

schools, and local traditions. It comes from speaking the same language, celebrating 

holidays, and knowing the history of our country. European identity, on the other 

hand, is something we often discover as we grow older, when we travel, study, or take 

part in activities with people from other countries, and we start to feel that we are all 

part of Europe together. 

3. There are similarities but also differences in the symbols each identity uses. National 

identity is expressed through the national symbols like national flag, anthem and 

national holidays that in many cases are similar but in some cases are different in many 
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countries. On the other hand, the European identity has its own symbols that in many 

cases are identical to those of the EU, such as the blue flag with yellow stars, the 

European anthem (Ode to Joy) and special days commemorating European unity, such 

as Europe Day on May 9th.  

4. National identity means to have national political and social rights, such as voting or 

free movement in each country and also include citizen’s responsibilities over national 

bodies. European identity as a bigger idea gives you more rights beyond your country’s 

borders, such as to work or study in other European countries or to travel through 

Europe much more easily.  

5. National identity is closely linked to national myths, ideas, regional history and culture 

and in many cases all these things are the main components of national identity. 

European identity is mostly related to shared ideas such as cooperation, peace 

building, democratic values, and a sense of belonging.  

National and European identities are similar but different social forms. While national identity 

is considered as a feeling of belonging to a close family with same characteristics and shared 

national myths and stories, European identity is considered as a broad framework that does 

not replace national identities but rather embraces them and builds by them a collective 

family of people. These people do not lose their regional or national identities but enrich them 

through coexistence and mutual respect under a collective European “roof” (Lähdesmäki, 

2012; Verhaegen, 2018).  

 

4.3. United in Diversity  

“United in diversity” is the main value of the European way of thinking and of the EU. This 

means that while Europe is a vast area composed of different peoples and countries with their 

own language, customs, traditions and national histories, these peoples came together to 
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form a strong and cooperative community (Akaliyski, 2019; Sarikakis & Kolokytha, 2019). 

Europe does not try to erase this diversity to build an environment where everyone is the 

same. In contrast, Europe celebrates this diversity and supports the intercultural dialogue 

trying to embrace all the characteristics and distinct traditions and cultural aspects of all its 

member states. Embracing diversity and promoting intercultural dialogue help people across 

Europe work together peacefully, share ideas, and solve common problems, even though they 

may have different backgrounds. Through the respect of diversity and the promotion of unity, 

Europe shares a vision of balance between different national traditions and common 

European understanding under the framework of a united EU (Favell, 2019). Thus, diversity is 

understood not as a cause of division and clashes between countries but instead as a source 

of strength and development.  
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Summary 

Aspect National Identity European Identity 

Sense of Belonging 
Feeling part of one country 
and its people (e.g. Austria, 

Greece, Italy). 

Feeling part of a wider 
European community of 

many countries. 

How It Is Learned 
Taught from childhood 
through family, school, 

language, and traditions. 

Often discovered later 
through travel, study, and 
cooperation with people 

from other countries. 

Cultural Roots 
Based on local history, 

myths, heroes, and national 
traditions. 

Based on shared European 
values, such as democracy, 
peace, and human rights. 

Symbols 
National flag, anthem, and 

national holidays. 

European flag (blue with 
stars), “Ode to Joy” anthem, 
and Europe Day (May 9th). 

Rights and Opportunities 
Right to vote and live within 
one’s own country; national 

responsibilities. 

Rights across Europe: to vote 
for representatives to the 
European parliament, to 

study, work, or travel freely 
in other European countries. 

Main Values 

Loyalty to one’s nation, pride 
in its culture and history, 

responsibility, and respect 
for shared heritage. 

Democracy, freedom, 
equality, rule of law, 

solidarity, cooperation, 
sustainability, and unity in 

diversity. 
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5. Cultural Diplomacy 

Among the core European values, one of the most important is peace and the dialogue among 

countries (Nye, 2004). The formal dialogue between countries is called diplomacy. Each 

country has its own diplomats.  Diplomats’ main duty is to ensure that countries discuss and 

work together (Berridge, 2015). This dialogue helps to avoid war, which can be devastating. 

Diplomats collaborate with each other and discuss important topics and disputes between 

their countries. Their aim is to find peaceful solutions that countries would be happy to agree 

on and accept (Melissen, 2005).  

Countries may also develop mutual understanding through cultural interaction (Cummings, 

2003). Cultural diplomacy is a type of diplomacy which focuses on culture. Cultural diplomacy 

means that diplomats, countries or a group of countries, such as the EU, are using culture to 

promote dialogue and to build friendship and cooperation. Instead of formal diplomacy that 

has to do with politics, economics and trade agreements, cultural diplomacy refers to aspects 

like traditions, music, arts or even food. There are many things that unite people across the 

world, since they all like food, art, and music (Cummings, 2003). Europe can be seen as an 

environment rich in culture and respect for diversity and different traditions. Through this 

cultural dialogue, bridges are built between peoples within Europe and the wider world.  

  

Keep in mind!!!  

Cultural Diplomacy is about using art, music, traditions, and food to bring 

countries and people closer together. It helps Europe stay peaceful, share its 

values, and build friendships, both within Europe and with the wider world.  
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6. The European Union is getting bigger! 

6.1. Being an EU member state  

EU member states have chosen to cooperate through shared rules and institutions. The EU 

was built to support peace, cooperation, and stable relations between countries, and it also 

aims to protect core values such as human rights, democracy, and the rule of law. Member 

states make collective decisions through EU institutions, follow common rules in many areas, 

and trade within a shared market. Many (but not all) EU countries use the euro as their 

currency. (Bickerton, Hodson, & Puetter, 2015). Becoming an EU member state requires long-

term commitment and meeting agreed standards and responsibilities. (McCormick, 2020). 

Above all, a candidate country should respect EU law, democracy and peace. Being a member 

of the EU is related to many rights and benefits but also compliance and responsibilities.  

What benefits does EU membership bring? 

To be a member state of the EU brings some benefits. Citizens of EU member states can travel, 

work, study and move in general to any other EU member state without the need of a visa or 

passport checks (Recchi, 2015). Most of the EU member states share a common currency 

(euro) making it easier for any European citizen to travel, shop or do business in any EU 

country. For example, an Italian can buy something in Spain or travel to Germany without the 

need to change money (Baldwin & Wyplosz, 2022). Additionally, EU countries have a shared 

market and trade goods without extra taxes. This has a positive effect on business as they are 

not charged with additional expenses and can be competitive (Pelkmans, 2016). The free 

movement as well as initiatives, such as the European Education Area, give people the 

opportunity to study in any EU country without the need of special travel permission or 

additional travel documents.  
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What obligations does it bring? 

Of course, to be a member state of the EU does not only have benefits, but also obligations 

and compliance to the core EU values and regulations. As it is already said, becoming an EU 

member state is not a simple process. For a country to be eligible to get accepted as an EU 

member state must fulfil some obligations (Grabbe, 2014). First the candidate country should 

adjust its political, economic and social system to be aligned with democratic values and 

freedom, core values of the European sociopolitical structure.  

 

6.2. European Enlargement 

European enlargement is the process of new countries joining the EU. The EU began with only 

a few members, but over the years it has grown larger as more states became part of it. 

Enlargement helps create a wider community of countries that share common goals, such as 

peace, cooperation, and development. 

To join the EU, a country must apply and show that it respects democracy, human rights, and 

the rule of law. It also needs to adapt its economy and laws to fit EU standards. Once all current 

EU members agree, the country becomes an official member. Enlargement benefits the new 

state by giving its people freedom to work, travel, and study in other EU countries, while 

existing members gain new markets and partners. However, enlargement can also bring 

challenges, as countries must learn to work together despite differences. 
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6.3. European integration 

European integration is the process of EU countries working more closely together. Instead of 

acting only as separate nations, they decide to share more policies and rules. This can be seen 

in examples, such as the euro, which is used as a common currency by many members, or in 

shared laws about trade, environment, and human rights. Integration makes the EU stronger 

and more unified, giving its members more influence in the world. 

The main difference between integration and enlargement is simple. Enlargement is about 

making the EU bigger by adding new members, while integration is about making the EU 

stronger by increasing cooperation among the members it already has. Enlargement expands 

the family of the EU, while integration deepens the bonds between its members. Both 

processes are important for the future of Europe. 

 

 

Key takeaway 

Being part of the EU means sharing rules, values, and dreams. It brings many 

rights and benefits, but also the duty to protect peace, democracy, and respect 

for everyone. 
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7. Engagement for the Future & Enlargement 

Europe is facing two big changes at the same time: the transition to a greener future and the 

enlargement of the EU. Both processes affect many countries and people, so they need 

everyone’s involvement — not just politicians. When citizens take part in these efforts, 

policies become fairer and more effective because they include different perspectives, share 

responsibilities, and create trust among people (Putnam, 2000; Vega-Tinoco et al., 2022). 

Enlargement is more than a political agreement; it is a shared project to strengthen 

democracy, the rule of law, and economic growth across Europe. Without citizen engagement, 

this process risks losing public support and weakening democracy (European Commission, 

2025; Consilium, 2024). 

Everyday actions also matter for Europe’s climate goals. A simple example is lighting: changing 

old incandescent or halogen bulbs to modern LED lights saves a lot of energy and money. 

When millions of households and cities make this switch, the impact is huge — cutting 

electricity use, reducing CO₂ emissions, and saving billions of euros (JRC, n.d.; European 

Commission, 2023; European Commission — JRC/E3P, 2021; Build-Up, 2023). LED bulbs last 

much longer and are less harmful to the environment, helping Europe move closer to its 

climate and energy targets. 

These actions support Europe’s wider plan — the European Green Deal — which aims to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions by 55% by 2030 and reach net-zero emissions by 2050 (European 

Commission, 2019; 2023). Reaching these goals depends not only on government policies and 

investments, but also on citizens, local communities, businesses, and civil society working 

together. Whether through responsible energy use, community projects, or civic participation, 

everyone plays a role in building a fair and sustainable Europe for the future. 
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7.1. Initiatives in the Local Community 

As students you can also be involved in different actions, or you can even initiate something 

in your local community.  

Children and young people are not only the future of Europe, but they are also important 

members of their communities today. When young people take part in local actions, such as 

cleaning parks, planting trees, or helping others, they learn how to care for their environment 

and for the people around them. These activities help build responsibility, teamwork, and 

respect, values that are also part of being a good European citizen (Council of Europe, 2023). 

Schools, youth clubs, and community groups can give students many chances to join in. For 

example, students can organise recycling projects, plant flowers near their school, or help 

collect food and clothes for families in need. These small actions show the meaning of the 

European motto “United in Diversity”—that even though we come from different countries, 

languages, and cultures, we can work together for a common good (European Commission, 

2024). By cooperating and helping others, students understand what it really means to live in 

a caring and united Europe. 

Across Europe, many programmes support young people who want to make a difference. The 

European Youth Strategy and projects like Erasmus+ or the European Solidarity Corps help 

students meet and work with others from different countries (European Commission, 2018). 

Through these exchanges, children and teenagers learn new languages, share their cultures, 

and discover that European identity is built on peace, friendship, and respect for everyone’s 

uniqueness. 

By taking part in these local or European activities, students become real changemakers. 

They help create stronger, kinder, and greener communities, showing that every small action 

matters. Working together, young people help build the Europe they want to live in—one 

that values peace, fairness, and care for both people and nature. 
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7.2. Being involved in the EU policy making processes  

Policy making in the EU is the process through which European countries work together to 

make decisions about things that affect everyone in Europe, like the environment, education, 

health, and digital safety. So yes, policy making is a kind of decision-making, but it also includes 

creating laws and rules that apply to all EU member countries (European Parliament, 2023). 

The EU has several main institutions that share this work: 

● The European Commission suggests new ideas and drafts proposals for laws. 

● The European Parliament, whose members are elected by citizens, discusses and 

votes on these proposals. 

● The Council of the European Union, made up of government ministers from all EU 

countries, also discusses and agrees on the final laws. 

When all these institutions agree, a proposal becomes European law. This law then helps 

ensure that people across the EU have similar rights and standards, for example, cleaner air, 

safer food, or more equal education opportunities. 

Even though children cannot vote yet, they can still take part in shaping the future of Europe. 

Young people’s opinions matter, and the EU tries to include them in decision-making through 

various youth participation programmes. In many schools, students take part in discussions 

and projects about Europe, where they learn how decisions are made and why cooperation 

between countries is so important. 

In several European countries, children’s councils and youth parliaments give young people 

the chance to share their ideas on topics such as climate action, education, or equality. These 

spaces help them understand that their voices have real value and can influence the world 

around them. At the European level, programmes, such as the European Youth Dialogue allow 

young people to express their opinions directly to EU leaders and take part in shaping the 

policies that affect their lives (European Commission, 2024). 
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Beyond these formal programmes, children and students can also get involved through local 

initiatives. For instance, they can create campaigns about recycling, kindness, or inclusion, and 

share their actions with youth networks connected to EU projects. By learning the ways in 

which policies are made and by expressing their own ideas, children begin to understand what 

it means to be active European citizens. Every voice count, and even small actions can help 

build a fairer, greener, and more united Europe. 
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Summary 

Take action now! 

Every small action counts! By helping your community or making eco-friendly choices, you 

contribute to Europe’s shared goals of peace, fairness, and protecting the environment. 

Young people are the key! 

You can contribute today by learning about issues, working with others, and taking part in 

school or local initiatives. Teamwork and respect are key skills for democratic life. 

Our voices count! 

Even before voting, you can share ideas through school councils, youth groups, classroom 

discussions, and community projects. Participation also includes asking critical questions and 

listening to different viewpoints.  
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Glossary 

Cultural Diplomacy: Cultural Diplomacy is when countries use things like music, art, food, and 

traditions to make friends with other countries and understand each other better. 

Diplomacy: Diplomacy is when people or countries talk and work together in a peaceful way 

to solve problems or make agreements without fighting. 

Diversity: Diversity has different kinds of people, ideas, or things all together—like different 

languages, cultures, skin colors, or ways of thinking. 

Enlightenment: Enlightenment is a time in history when people started to use reason, science, 

and new ideas to understand the world, instead of just believing what they were told. 

Historians usually place the Enlightenment between about 1650 and 1800, with its peak in the 

1700s and helped bring ideas like freedom, equality, and human rights. 

European enlargement: European enlargement is when more countries join the European 

Union to become part of the team that works together on laws, trade, and peace. It means 

the EU gets bigger and includes more members who share values like democracy and 

cooperation. 

European Identity: European identity means feeling that you belong not only to your own 

country but also to Europe as a whole. It’s about sharing common values like peace, respect, 

and freedom with people from many different countries. 

European integration: European integration is the process of European states coming 

together to make common decisions in various areas, such as agriculture, economy or citizens’ 

rights. 

European Public Sphere: The European Public Sphere is a shared space where people from 

different European countries talk, share ideas, and learn about common issues. It helps 

Europeans feel connected and work together as one community. 
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European polity: the sum of institutions, such as the European Parliament and the European 

Commission, that perform functions like the nation-state, e.g. making decisions about food 

safety or about access to social media platforms for young people. 

Democratic: Democratic is when people have the power to choose their leaders and make 

decisions by voting. It means everyone’s voice matters and people work together to decide 

what’s best. 

Free movement: Free movement is the right for people to travel, live, work, or study in 

different countries without needing special permission. It means you can move easily between 

places, especially in Europe. 

Heritage: Heritage is the special thing from the past that people in a community or country 

want to remember and take care of, like old buildings, stories, traditions, or art. 

Initiative: Initiative is when someone decides to start something new or take action to make 

a change happen. It’s like being the first to try an idea or lead a project. 

Legal: Legal is something that has to do with laws or rules that people must follow.  If 

something is legal, it means it is allowed by the law. 

Policymaking: Policymaking is the process of creating rules or plans that help guide how a 

country, community, or organization works.  It’s like making important decisions to solve 

problems or improve things for everyone. 

Renaissance: Renaissance is a particular era of human history that happened from the 1300s 

to the 1600s. It means “Rebirth” and helped start lots of creativity and discoveries in Europe. 

In the Renaissance people became interested in arts, learning and the search for new ideas. 

Solidarity: Solidarity is a value and an act when people or groups support each other and work 

together, especially during hard times like catastrophes or state of emergency.  
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Trade: Trade is when people, companies or countries buy or sell things with each other. It is 

the way to get what we need or want and to give what we don’t want or need.  

Taxation: Taxation is when people or businesses give some of their money to the government. 

The government uses this money to pay for things like schools, roads, and hospitals. 
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Module Activities 

Activity 1 

Activity Title: Debate about Involvement as an EU Citizen 

Learning Objectives 

 

The students will be empowered to participate in dialogue and 

initiatives in relation to their European identity. 

 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Civic engagement in EU 

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

● What EU is  

● What civic engagement involves 

Duration 

One round will last approximately 15 minutes. The number 

of rounds will depend on the number of students in the 

class. The discussion will last approximately 15 minutes.  

Suggested times are mentioned below but they can be 

adjusted by the teacher considering their students in their 

classroom and their own context. 

Group Size & 

Grouping 
Whole class and groups.  

Setting Classroom 

Materials & 

Resources 
Instruction cards for the debate 



The EuroCivic Lab project 
2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467                           page 28  

 

 
Project Partners 

 

 
 

 

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit 
M2: Our European Identity 

Description 

This activity aims to facilitate students' dialogue in favour of the importance of being 

involved as European citizens. 

Students are split into two groups for a debate. It is not advised for the groups to be 

too large, so this activity may have to take place two or three times in the classroom 

depending on the number of children who would like to be involved in the debate 

groups. Some students may not want to participate, so this may not be repeated 

multiple times. Those who do not participate are the audience who vote at the end 

which group persuaded them.  

One group is randomly allocated to argue against acting and the other group is 

randomly allocated to argue in favour of being engaged as active citizens.  

The process is described below. 

Step 1. group reads their instruction card for their group.  

Instructions for Group A 

Your group argues that there is nothing that the European citizens can do. Further, 

they support that the small actions of individuals cannot reverse the actions of big 

organisations and industries (e.g. actions in relation to climate change) 

Instructions for Group B  

Your group suggests that it is everyone’s responsibility to act. Even small changes by 

everyone can make a difference. Further, people can participate in policy making and 

put pressure on industries to take action.  

Step 2. Each group is given 5 minutes to prepare their arguments to support their 

position. 

Step 3. Each group is given 2 minutes to present their position.  

Step 4. After each group presents their views and arguments they are given 2 

additional minutes to respond specifically to the arguments of the other group.  
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Step 5. Students who were not involved can vote which team had the most 

persuasive arguments. Depending on the classroom climate and the relationships 

between students in the class, the teacher can decide whether this voting can happen 

openly (e.g. by students raising hands) or secretly (e.g. by writing down their vote in a 

small piece of paper and the teacher counting the votes) 

Step 6. A whole classroom discussion about arguing in favour of action. This gives the 

opportunity to students who were not involved in group B (who argued in favour of 

action) or who did not want to participate in the debate itself to express their 

opinions, views and present arguments of why it is important to take action.  

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

The teacher can write on the board ways that Europeans (and 

students themselves) can be actively involved and give 

feedback on these points after the dialogue.  

Student 

Self-Assessment 
The students will reflect on their views and arguments.  

Peer Feedback 
The students will provide feedback to the arguments via the 

debate.  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 
Photos of the notes that teacher kept on the board 

Photos of the student debate process (with permissions) 

Dissemination 
It is possible that these photos are shared on the school 

website or newsletter.  

Teacher Reflection 
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What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 
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Activity 2 

Activity Title: Role play about cultural diplomacy 

Learning Objectives 

The students will:  

1. understand ways in which cultural diplomacy is linked 

and shapes European identity 

2. analyse the benefits of the cultural diplomacy 

3. argue in favour of the cultural diplomacy initiatives 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Solidarity and collaboration  

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15)] 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Students should be able to define and understand what 

cultural diplomacy is 

Duration 20 minutes 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Depending on the number of students in the class, the play 

may take place a few times so that all students who would like 

to play a role are given the opportunity to be involved. Roles 

may be omitted or added depending on the number of 

students who would like to play each time. Since there is no 

specific script, even if the play takes place a few times in the 

classroom, it may take place and end in many different ways! 

Setting Classroom  

Materials & 

Resources 
● Printed cards with the description of the roles 
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● Some relevant objects (tables, chairs, plates etc) 

could facilitate setting the scene of the classroom 

play 

Description 

A small play could happen in the class. Students are randomly given specific roles. The 

start of the story is provided to the students, but students are improvising. They are 

performing, as they are also thinking about their own lines for their role and 

responding to their classmates. The story starts when one minister invites another 

minister to dinner. Some colleagues are also invited to the dinner.  The play aims to 

be a comedy and funny for the students but also enables them to discuss the topic. 

The play  

The story begins when Minister A invites Minister B to dinner at a popular restaurant 

in the capital city. The two ministers come from different countries, and each one 

brings along two helpers, advisers, assistants, or friends who all have very different 

personalities! 

The goal of the dinner is to talk about an important question: 

Can culture help people get along better, even when their countries don’t always 

agree? 

This is called cultural diplomacy when countries use things like art, food, music, and 

traditions to understand each other and solve problems peacefully. 

At first, everything seems serious, but soon the dinner turns into a funny and lively 

conversation. The ministers and their helpers start to joke about whose country has 

the best food, music, or inventions. There are some funny misunderstandings! 

Despite the chaos, everyone learns something new about the other’s culture. 

The play should be light and comical, full of laughter and imagination, but also make 

the students think about some big questions: 

● Can friendship and culture solve problems that politics cannot? 

● Why do people sometimes misunderstand each other? 

● How can we learn to listen and work together even when we are different? 
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At the end of the play, the two ministers and their helpers should come to a decision: 

Do they agree that cultural diplomacy, things like art, food, and music, can really bring 

people closer together?  

The roles  

Role 1: Minister of Country A (the student can give a name to the country, preferably 

they invent a name). This minister believes that showing strength and using threats 

can solve disagreements. During the role play, the group should explore why this 

approach can increase conflict and why peaceful dialogue may be more effective.  

Role 2: Minister of country B …. (the student can give a name to the country, 

preferably to support their creativity they create a new name). Interested in the views 

of the colleague of minister A and in favour of cultural diplomacy. Equally interested 

in the food, but does not like the food much!  

Role 3: Colleague of Minister of country A who disagrees with their views. This 

colleague is in favour of cultural diplomacy and tries to explain how they could 

implement this.  

Role 4: Colleague of Minister of country B who agrees with everything they say, even 

if they argue that the food is too salty! 

Role 5: The chef of the food who prepares the food and has to respond to the 

complaints (possibly in a funny way) 

Role 6: The waiter who takes the order and transfers the food from the kitchen to the 

table. The waiter listens to the complaints of the customers and mediates with the 

chef.  

In order to avoid stereotypical presentations of the roles, please note that it would be 

important for the ministers not necessarily to be boys of the classroom, but also to 

enable girls of the classroom to take leadership roles. 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

During the activity, the teacher will monitor a) the aspects 

of knowledge and understanding about cultural diplomacy 
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that are mentioned b) creativity elements (e.g. the use of 

humour) added by the students  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Dissemination 

Depending on students’ interests it is possible to develop a 

larger play (written by the students) about these topics and 

present it to students of other classroom and an event open 

to parents.  

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 
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Activity 3 

Activity Title: Case study about EU enlargement 

Learning Objectives 

The students will be able to:  

1. explain ways in which European enlargement may affect 

the new and current member-states 

2. compare and distinguish the terms European 

enlargement and integration 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Rule of Law, Solidarity, Belonging 

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Students should have already learnt the terms European 

enlargement and integration 

Duration 15 minutes 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Students can work independently or in teams 

Followed by a whole class discussion 

Setting Students work independently and then in whole-class 

Materials & 

Resources 

Printed case study text and questions for individual 

reflection before the whole-class discussion 

Description 
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After students learn about EU integration and enlargement, this activity can help 

them reflect more and discuss the opportunities and challenges that EU enlargement 

brings.  

First, some time should be given to the students to read independently or  think and 

discuss in groups and respond to the questions. Then, this case study can be an 

opportunity for dialogue in the classroom to discuss EU enlargement.  If this is a group 

task, some time should be given to the teams to discuss these questions before a 

whole class discussion follows.  

Case study material could be printed and given to students to work independently or 

in teams. The material can be found in the appendix of this handbook.  

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

Teachers will monitor students’ responses after they work 

on the material and give feedback by correcting 

misconceptions or improving their responses by asking 

them to add or analyse more in-depth information and 

analysis. 

Student 

Self-Assessment 

As students work independently and keep notes on the key 

questions they have the opportunity to reflect on their 

knowledge  

Peer Feedback 
Peer feedback can be given as students dialogue in the 

classroom and exchange ideas.  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (meet success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 
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Activity 4 

Activity Title:  

Group Presentation ‘In our community, we care!’ 

Learning Objectives 
Students will argue in favour of participating actively in topics 

related to European identity. 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Importance of civic engagement  

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Students will have some prior knowledge and experience 

about the issues that their local community faces.  

Duration 20 minutes  

Group Size & 

Grouping 
Group-work and then whole class approach 

Setting Classroom 

Materials & 

Resources 

Printed instructions for the teams (these can be found in 

the Appendix of this handbook) 

Community/Stakeh

older Involvement 

(optional) 

Possible involvement in next steps.  

Description 
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The teacher provides to groups in the classroom instructions for a group 

presentation. This task enables groups to self-regulate to prepare a presentation 

following a set of written instructions (these instructions can be found in the 

appendix). The teacher can support the teams as they work, research and prepare 

to deliver their presentations. Depending on the availability of equipment, the 

research can take place online and the presentation can be designed with software 

on the PC or more traditional forms can be used (e.g. some printed material can be 

given to students for reading and research) and oral presentations without 

technology assistance can be delivered. 

 

After the students prepare the group presentation, they deliver this to other 

teams.  

 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

The teacher monitors as students work in groups and gives 

feedback on the team presentations.  

Student 

Self-Assessment 

Students create their own presentations in groups and then 

they can be given the opportunity to reflect on this process.  

Peer Feedback 

Other students can ask questions to the teams who present 

or provide some feedback on what they could analyse 

more.  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect The group presentations  

Dissemination 
If students agree, the presentations can be added on the 

school website.  

Next Steps 
Suggested follow-up actions (e.g., partner with NGO, iterate 

prototype}. 
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Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Activity 5  

Activity Title:  

Self-test your knowledge 

Learning Objectives 
Evaluate the level of understanding of students and enable 

students to reflect on their learning.  

EU Values & 

Identity Link 
Diversity and belonging, Democracy 

Age/Level  Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

These questions refer to all the handbook learning aims 

(which can be found at the beginning of this handbook). 

The teacher can select questions depending on when they 

administer these and what the students have already been 

taught. The combination of all questions have to be 

delivered when all the learning outcomes of the handbook 

have been taught/covered to evaluate students’ learning of 

the handbook overall.  

Duration 15 minutes 

Group Size & 

Grouping 

Students are working independently. Some feedback on the 

whole-class level can follow to address misconceptions.  

Setting Classroom  

Materials & 

Resources 
Printed or online quiz 

Description 
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Some examples of questions that can be asked for this module which can be given as 

an online or paper quiz are presented below. These can be asked at the end of a 

lesson or during the lesson to give the opportunity to the teacher to check students’ 

level of understanding.   

Multiple-Choice Questions 

1. Which of the following is part of the European identity? 

a) Democratic values 

b) The national anthem of the European countries 

c) Membership in the European Union 

 

2. Where can someone locate the roots of European identity? 

a) In ancient Greece 

b) At the Enlightenment  

c) At the Treaty of Rome with the foundation of European Economic 

Community 

 

3. What is European integration? 

a) The process of countries joining the European Union and starting to 

share common values like democracy. 

b) The process of European states making common decisions in various 

areas, such as citizens’ rights. 

c) The replacement of national institutions, such as the parliament, with 

European institutions, such as the European Parliament.  

 

4. Which of the following actions relate to cultural diplomacy? 

a) When representatives of two countries make a civilised agreement 

without any fighting and decide not to proceed to war 

b) When representatives of two countries use elements of the countries, 

such as the food, in order to demonstrate the things, they have in 

common 



The EuroCivic Lab project 
2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467                           page 42  

 

 
Project Partners 

 

 
 

 

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit 
M2: Our European Identity 

c) When representatives of two countries decide on proceeding to war 

because of key cultural differences between the countries  

 

5. Which of the types of identities has a flag as a symbol? 

a) The national identity 

b) The European identity 

c) Both types of identities 

 

Short Answer Questions 

Can you write down some shared values of European identity?  

 

 

 

How does European enlargement affect the new and existing member states? 

 

 

Can you name two ways that you can be involved in European policy making and give 

an example? 

 

 

What does the phrase ‘united in diversity’ mean in relation to European identity? 
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Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 
The quiz also sees  

Student 

Self-Assessment 

Students check their own level of understanding and 

learning of these concepts.  

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 

The responses of the students anonymously to check 

understanding at the aggregated level or individually can be 

collected. 

Next Steps 

Depending on the misconceptions that arise some content 

may have to be re-taught at the classroom level or some 

students may have to receive individualised material to 

work further on some aspects.  

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Activity 6 

Activity Title:  

European Identity Board Game 

Learning Objectives 

This is an activity that will enable students to develop their 

creativity and collaborative skills. As part of this activity, 

students will:  

1. mention key pillars of the roots of the European identity  

2. mention ways they can be involved in processes in 

relation to the policy making in the EU 

3. mention key aspects of the European identity 

4. define cultural diplomacy  

5. Define European enlargement and  

6. Explain benefits and obligations of being European 

EU Values & 

Identity Link 

Solidarity, Diversity, Belonging, Democracy, Civic 

Engagement, Free movement, Rule of Law 

Age/Level Upper primary (10–12) / Lower secondary (13–15) 

Prior Knowledge/ 

Prerequisites 

Students should have already studied the content 

knowledge about European identity, enlargement, 

integration and cultural diplomacy to develop the board 

game 

Duration 60 minutes 

Group Size & 

Grouping 
Groups and whole class 

Setting Classroom and School  
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Materials & 

Resources 

● Two dices 

● Rulers 

● Glue Stick 

● Safety Scissors 

● Coloured Cardboard  

● Coloured Corrugated Cardboard 

● Colouring pens and pencils 

● Clay (plasticine) 

● Sharpeners 

Description 

Students could create their own game in topics of European Identity. This time of 

activity supports the gamification of learning and helps students develop their 

collaborative skills. The teacher could split the students in the classroom in 4 small 

teams or students could opt for the team they would like to join. Each of the teams 

would be responsible for one activity. 

1. The decision team will think of how the game will be played, decide on the 

rules and write them down. This team has to closely collaborate with the 

design team, so their decisions align.  

2. The design team will be responsible for designing the board of the game. They 

could use cardboards for the board of the game, cut pieces of them and stick 

them or/and draw on the board. They could also add corrugated pieces on the 

board to add dimensions on the game.  

3. The playing cards team will be responsible for writing  cards with knowledge 

questions about European identity. At some parts on the board, the players 

will have to respond to knowledge questions. 

4. The characters team will be responsible for creating the characters of the 

game. They will think about who these characters will be. For example, are 

they European parliament members or European citizens from different 

countries? They may design them in a piece of paper and then have them cut 

or they may decide to proceed with 3D characters. For example, they may use 
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the plasticine in order to create the figures of the characters of the game or 

cardboards.  

 

When the students prepare this game, they can play the game in the classroom. They 

could also play in the breaks with students of other classes. This activity will enable 

them to test their knowledge on European identity issues, develop their collaborative 

skills and have some fun at the same time! 

 

Assessment 

Formative 

Assessment 

During the activity, the teacher will monitor the aspect of 

the content (e.g. what EU symbols will the design team use? 

What knowledge questions will the team responsible for 

the cards write?). It is very important for the teacher to 

track the collaboration between members of the team as 

well in order to evaluate the collaboration skills. 

 

However, the formative assessment for the content will 

mainly take place as the teams play the game and respond 

to the knowledge questions. 

Student 

Self-Assessment 

Each student will test their own knowledge as they play the 

game and respond to the questions.   

Peer Feedback 

As the members of the team collaborate they will provide 

feedback to each other. Further, as the teams collaborate 

with each other to create the game will provide feedback to 

each other. Finally, when students have to respond to 

questions, their peers will support them or may be allowed 

to give them clues.  
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Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up 

Evidence to Collect 
The output (board game) itself will be the evidence of this 

activity. 

Dissemination 
Other classes of the school can play the game. This can be 

distributed to the school community.  

Teacher Reflection 

What worked well & why? 

What would I change next time? 

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?) 

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached? 

Partnerships & community: value added? 
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Lesson Plans 

Lesson Plan 1 

Lesson Title:  

The dimensions of EU identity and its links with cultural diplomacy 

Logistics 
Group: Upper primary/Lower Secondary 

Duration: 75 minutes 

Learning Objectives 

1. Mention some key pillars of the roots of the European 

identity 

2. Mention some aspects of the European identity  

3. Explain the similarities and differences between their 

European identity and their national identity 

4. Argue in favour of being ‘united in diversity’ in the 

European Union 

5. critically analyse main dimensions of the European 

identity 

6. Be able to define cultural diplomacy  

7. understand ways in which cultural diplomacy is linked 

and shapes European identity 

Success Criteria 

1. Know what the European identity involves 

2. Understand how cultural diplomacy is linked to the 

European identity  

Key Content & 

Resources 

● Computer and projector 

● Printed images and category labels 

● Optional: depending on availability it is possible for the 

teacher to bring some objects for the role-playing 

activity 

● Online or printed quiz questions for each student (e.g. 

online quiz or exit tickets) 
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● Exit tickets 

Description 

1. Introduction  

(15 minutes) 

This lesson starts with an activity where students discover the 

knowledge themselves and collaborate to distinguish European 

and national identity. In each group the teacher gives two 

printed category labels ‘European identity’ and  ‘national 

identity’ and some printed images. The images will have the 

following: 

● The flag of the European Union  

● The national flag of the country  

● The European parliament building 

● The national parliament building  

● A local dish (popular food for students) 

● Music festival  

● Euro currency images e.g. coins 

● The Eiffel Tower 

● An image with borders (to discuss the free movement in 

European Union) 

The teacher will ask from each group to put the two printed 

labels on their table and below each table to categorise the 

images they have been given based on whether they think this 

belongs to the European identity or the national identity.  

After the students collaborate in their groups to complete this 

activity, then the answers are discussed in the classroom.  

The teacher can use these questions to facilitate the dialogue 

when the students share where each image may fit.  

● What is an identity? 

● Do some of the images fit in both categories and type of 

identities?  
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● Is there an overlap between the identities? 

● Is the European identity something clearly defined?  

Is the European identity something fixed or evolving? 

 

 

2. Presentation (10 

minutes) 

This activity is followed by a short Power Point presentation by 

the teacher with some new information. Teachers can use the 

student or teacher handbook for the content, but in summary 

the slides of this lesson should cover the following topics.  

a) the roots of the European identity 

b) aspects of the European identity 

As the teacher is presenting these slides, they include this 

phrase as an aspect of the European identity ‘united in 

diversity’. The teacher stops the presentation with this phrase 

and asks students to contribute and share their views.  

● What do they think this means? 

● How can this be achieved? Can they think of an 

example? 

● How can countries and people be united in diversity?  

3. Application : 

Check 

Understanding 

A short quiz with some key questions can be given to students’ 

to check their understanding of all students of what was 

presented. It is important to offer the students the opportunity 

to work on some tasks independently. This quiz can be given as 

a type of formative assessment to support students’ learning. 

This means that the purpose of this quiz is not to keep students 

accountable. The purpose is for the students to identify their 

levels of understanding and give the opportunity to clarify 

misconceptions.  

If there is available equipment in the classroom, it is also 

possible that this quiz may be given in an online format to the 

students (e.g. with Microsoft form anonymous quiz option), so 
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that teachers can collect their responses anonymously and get 

some feedback on their teaching at an aggregated level. If only 

multiple-choice questions are included, each student can have 

their multiple-choice responses quickly autocorrected once they 

complete the quiz. Nevertheless, in any case it is very helpful to 

allocate some time in the following lesson after this quiz so that 

feedback is given and potential misconceptions are discussed 

before proceeding further.  

 

For more, please see activity 5 in this handbook.  

4. Role play (20 

minutes) 

Following the explanation of cultural diplomacy via a role play 

activity in the class. This supports gamified learning. Students 

will have the opportunity to learn via playing and demonstrate 

their understanding of cultural diplomacy via their roles. 

Students are randomly given specific roles. The start of the story 

is provided to the students, but students are improvising. Roles 

may be omitted or added depending on the number of students. 

The estimated time of this activity is 20 minutes but it depends 

on how many students would like to be involved. The play may 

have to take place more than once if many students would like 

to participate with a role. All students who would like to play a 

role should be given the opportunity to be involved. Since there 

is no specific script, even if the play takes place a few times in 

the classroom, it may take place and end in many different 

ways! 

For more, please see activity 2 in this handbook.  

5. Review & 

Evaluation: Exit 

tickets (5 minutes) 

Feedback questions at the end in the form of exit tickets so the 

teacher knows how to support the students better for the 

following lessons. Some key questions can be found at the end 

of this handbook.  
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Assessment 

Diagnostic assessment at the first activity  

Students answering questions during the lesson 

Exit tickets 

Differentiation & 

Inclusion 

Teachers differentiates based on their own context and 

students. 

Notes / Tips /  

Reflection 
What worked; what to adjust next time. 
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Lesson Plan 2 

Lesson Title:  

Learning about European Enlargement and Integration  

Logistics 
Group: Upper primary/Lower Secondary 

Duration: 90 minutes 

Learning Objectives 

The students will:  

1. explain ways in which European enlargement may affect 

the new and current member-states 

2. Compare and distinguish the terms European 

enlargement and integration 

3. Mention some ways they can be involved in processes in 

relation to the policy making in the EU 

4. Argue in favour of participating actively in topics related 

to the European identity 

Success Criteria 

● Know the terms European identity and European 

enlargement 

● Explain why it is important to be involved in topics 

related to the European identity 

Key Content & 

Resources 

● Case study as printed material for each student  

● Computer and projector  

● Tablets for students/group of students if available by the 

school 

● Debate instruction cards for the groups 

● Timer for the debate 

● Optional: Small pieces of paper for secret votes in the 

debate  
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Description 

1. Introduction  

(5-10 minutes) 

At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher asks the following 

question for discussion in the class: 

● What is the European Union?  

● Is it possible for countries to enter the European Union? 

The students share some responses. The teachers leave 

students to dialogue with each other without sharing the right 

responses for some minutes, whilst students share their current 

knowledge and pre-conceptions.  

 

2. Presentation (5 

minutes) 

Following the students’ responses and dialogue, the teacher 

presents some information. This can be done with a short 

presentation (e.g. a Power Point with 5 slides). The presentation 

includes the following a) What the European Union is b) the 

countries that are in the European Union highlighting the year 

that these countries were added in the Union and c) short 

explanations for the terms European enlargement and European 

integration (the glossary in the handbook can be used for these). 

3. Application: Case 

Study (15 minutes) 

Each student is given the material printed to read individually 

(or in teams) and keep some notes as answers to the questions 

asked at the end of the case study resource.  

Students are given the opportunity to first reflect and then 

discuss some opportunities and challenges of EU enlargement 

and EU identity. 

 

For more, please see activity 3 in this handbook.  
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4. Debate (20 

minutes) 

Following the presentation of the new terms, the lesson is 

focused on the importance of citizen involvement in the EU 

issues. For this reason, a debate takes place in the classroom.  

 

For more, please see activity 1 in this handbook. 

5.Group 

presentation (30 

minutes) 

Having established via the debate the importance of citizen 

involvement, there is a group presentation. The group 

presentation will also help the teacher to see whether the 

interests of the students are focused on a particular area. If they 

are, it may mean that students would be keen for more youth-

initiatives in relation to this specific area.  

As part of the group presentations, if there is available 

equipment in the classroom or the computer lab of the school is 

used for each group, students are advised to search for their 

information online. It is very important to set the search engines 

to safe content or suggest a safe website to be used for this 

purpose.  

 

For more, please see activity 4 in this handbook.  

5. Review & 

Evaluation (5 

minutes) 

A self-assessment rubric can be given to the students in order 

to evaluate their level of understanding in relation to the 

targets of the lesson or even the Unit up to that point.  

Assessment 

Diagnostic assessments during the first activity 

Students answering questions throughout the lesson (formative assessment) 

The group presentation also enables teachers and peers and students themselves to 

present their ideas 

Self-assessment rubric 
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Differentiation & 

Inclusion 

Teachers differentiates based on their own context and 

students. 

Notes / Tips /  

Reflection 
What worked; what to adjust next time. 
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Feedback for the module 

Feedback can be collected by the students in different ways e.g. in the form of exit tickets. 

Please provide your view about how your learning took place in this module. 

1. Which one thing did you find most helpful in your learning experience? 

 

 

2. Which one thing did you find as most challenging in this course? 

 

 

3. Which one thing would you keep in this course? 

 

 

4. Any other comment 
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Appendix 

Ready-to-use resources for students to support the activities that are presented in the 

handbook. You can adjust them as you feel appropriate to fit your context. For instance, the 

case study focuses on Croatia but you can adjust the country as the case study or the 

questions.  

Activity 3: Printed case study text and questions 

Please read the text and the questions below. Please keep some notes to be able to provide 

some short answers to the discussion that will follow in the classroom.  

Croatia joins the EU 

Croatia is one of the newest members of the European Union. After many years of political 

and economic changes, Croatia officially joined the EU on 1st July 2013. Before becoming a 

member, Croatia had to prove that it respected democracy, human rights, and the rule of 

law. It also needed to adjust its economy, legal system, and institutions to match EU 

standards.  

Joining the EU gave Croatia many benefits. Its citizens gained the right to travel, study, and 

work more freely in other EU countries. The country also gained access to EU funds for 

development, roads, schools, and other projects. At the same time, Croatia became part of a 

bigger community that promotes peace and cooperation among nations. However, some 

may claim that joining the EU also brought challenges to the country.  

Questions 

1. What is the terminology we learnt in the classroom about what is discussed in the 

text? What is it called when a country joins the EU? 

2. What steps did Croatia need to take before joining the EU and why?  

3. What are some benefits for a country when it becomes an EU member? 

4. What do you think are some challenges that can come with EU membership?  

5. How do you think these challenges can be resolved? 

6. Do you think joining the EU helps or limits a country’s independence? Why? 
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Activity 4: Printed instructions provided for the Teams  

As it was discussed previously in the classroom, it is important to be involved! However, 

people are not always keen to be involved. They may not understand why the topic is 

important or they may feel that there is nothing they can do to create any change.  

Your task is to prepare a presentation and try to persuade other members of the community 

that a topic matters and explain what actions they could do in the local community to 

support this topic. Today you will aim to persuade your classmates, but in the next steps you 

may have to persuade members of the local community.  

Select the topic of the presentation 

In your group, think about what changes you would like to see in your own community. 

Then, select one area of activism or initiative that could take in relation to the European 

Identity aspects. Some suggestions are given below, but you do not have to select only from 

the given options. You can select another topic as well. Decide which of these topics is more 

interesting to you for your presentation. Try to select the one that is important for you and 

discuss in your group why it is important. It is good to choose something that you are 

passionate about, so you can persuade more people as well. 

If you cannot all agree on one topic you can vote in your group and select the topic that 

most members vote for.  

Suggestions:  

1. Climate change and the Importance of Environment 

2. Human Rights. If you prefer you can specify more e.g. Children’s Rights 

3. Animal Rights 

4. Peace and anti-war 

5. Volunteer 

6. European values 

7. Democracy in Europe 

8. Diversity aspects 
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9. European cultural events (Eurovision, Euro  etc) 

10. Arts in Europe 

Or… choose a different topic, which relates to European identity and interests you even 

more! 

Preparing the presentation 

Please follow the following steps after selecting your topic of interest:  

a) search for more information about this topic to explain what it is and why it matters 

for all of us to take action. If available, you can use the tablet/computer in your 

group.  

b) After finding more information, discuss in your group what changes can the local 

community do to support towards this aim. 

c) Keep some notes in your notebooks with the key points and be ready to give a short 

presentation of 5 minutes to the rest of the class.  

d) Decide who is going to present what. All the teams will present, but you can select 

which members of the team will present. Not everyone has to present, even though 

it would be good if each member presented at least one key idea to the rest of the 

class.  

 

 

 


