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1. Introduction
Dear students,

The 21st century is characterised by rapid changes in technology, economy and society. This
handbook focuses on some of the challenges that the European Union (EU) has been facing,
such as the financial crisis, climate change and migration. Additionally, it explores new

challenges, such as Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the energy crisis.

The material in this handbook is an introduction to these key areas. It also aims to discuss

youth engagement and student-led initiatives against these challenges.

The question of what challenges the EU is facing is important, because citizens who are well
informed, can make better choices. You will have the opportunity to learn of some of the ways
in which to participate in addressing public challenges locally, nationally, on the European

level and even globally.

The aim is for you to understand the challenges democracy is facing, so you can take action,

starting from your school and growing as citizens of the EU.
The challenges presented are:

Euroscepticism, economic crisis, war and migration, climate change and green transition and

challenges related to the digital competence development and inequalities.

These are not the only challenges that the EU faces. However, these are important issues
concerning all people in the EU and all citizens should be aware of, including school students.

As young people, you can play an important role and take action to tackle these challenges!
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Before discussing the EU challenges, it is important for the readers to understand that these

challenges are not only relevant in the EU, but are global.

Further, nation states making up the EU are also themselves members of international
organisations, not only in order to make their political and economic position stronger but

also to cooperate with other countries.
Such international organisations are:

e the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
e the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)
e the United Nations (UN)

Moreover, there are regional cooperations:

e the Southeast European Cooperation Process (SEECP)

e the Central European Initiative (CEl)

e the central Europe Visegrad Group or Visegrad Four (V4): Hungary, Czech Republic,
Poland and Slovakia have a cultural and political alliance.

e the British Commonwealth (The Commonwealth): this organisation is composed of 56

member states, such as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, India, South Africa and

Cyprus.

The participation of most EU member states to other international and regional organisations
shows how complex international relations are. The EU is connected with other global players

in a global community.

Don’t forget: Crises and challenges may put pressure on resources or may test the political

systems. Still, challenges can offer opportunities for positive change and improvement!
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This handbook explores EU challenges. After studying this handbook, the students should be

able to:

e I|dentify key EU challenges.

e Understand some of the causes of these challenges.

® Learn cases and examples of these EU challenges in the school and region.

e Identify possible practical actions against these challenges in everyday life.

e Critically discuss ways to address these challenges.

e Encourage critical thinking on debates and real-world problem-solving in class

projects.

By the end of this module, the students should be able to:
1. Mention the main European challenges.
2. Describe the main information of the EU challenges.
3. Mention the ways of practical solutions against the EU challenges.
4. Mention ways of students active participation against the EU challenges.
5. Present regional examples of broader EU challenges.
6. Critically discuss broader EU challenges and the role of young people.

7. Design student-led initiatives in relation to the EU challenges.
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2. What challenges led to the creation of the EU?

The EU was created as a solution to challenges that member states had to face and in
particular in order to create long lasting peace in Europe. World War | and World War Il caused
destruction and division among European states. World War Il showed how violent and
catastrophic consequences conflict and discrimination have on people’s lives and how

dangerous it is when a government does not protect, but harms their citizens.

After the destruction of the World War Il, the states of Europe were facing two central

questions:

1. In which ways can Europe rebuild itself?
2. In which ways can Europe prevent future war and destruction from ever happening

again?

European countries recognised that a future with peace and security for all, can be achieved

only if they work together. This was a collective goal.

In this spirit, six countries, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands

started a common economic project.

e 1In 1951, they founded the European Coal and Steel Community, bringing together key
sectors for economic growth: this plan aimed to be an agreement among European
countries for economic peace.

e Among other treaties, the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community of

1957 strengthened their alliance.

After the creation of the European Economic Community, the focus changed: people were not
only citizens who support the economy and the common market, but they started being citizens

who have rights.
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e In 1986, the EU approved the Single European Act. The countries of the EU started
working together not only on economic goals, but also on new areas: social issues,

technology, environmental protection.

Their aim was to build a more united and democratic Europe, which provides peace and

stability for all Europeans.

Today the EU has 27 countries and 24 official languages. It is a political actor, who protects

human rights and works to give solutions to global challenges.
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3. Current EU challenges

The European Union was built as a project of cooperation, peace, democracy and shared
prosperity. However, in recent years, it has faced a series of complex challenges that have
tested both its institutions and the trust of its citizens. Economic crises, rising Euroscepticism,
migration pressures, armed conflicts, geopolitical instability and debates over solidarity have
all raised important questions about the role, limits and future direction of the EU. These
challenges do not have simple answers, as they involve different national interests, social
needs, political views and ethical responsibilities. At the same time, they show why active
citizenship, democratic dialogue and critical thinking are essential for understanding how the

EU responds to crisis, protects its values and adapts to a changing world.

What is Euroscepticism?

The term Euroscepticism refers to a general mistrust towards the EU as a political project.

The exit of the United Kingdom from the EU in 2016 (Brexit) was the high point of
euroscepticism and misinformation and it sparked a broader discussion about the EU and its

role, decreasing citizens’ trust towards political institutions.
Citizens’ lack of trust is linked to:

e Growing unequal economic opportunities.
e Weaken social safety.

e Unclear regulation on migration issues.

Many citizens criticise political bodies gor lack of good governance and for not giving solutions

to people’s everyday problems as they were affected by a slowing economy and the rise of
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inflation. Some parties in the political spectrum across Europe used the EU as an example of
bad governance, often to avoid scrutiny of national and domestic policies. Often the EU is
presented as an unaccountable distant political structure that makes decisions about people’s
lives without authority. Some political parties and media accuse the EU of lack of transparency

in decision-making and claim that national member states have no power.

This is far from the truth: the EU has the only supranational parliament in the world, where
citizens elect their representatives directly. Moreover, the European Commission, a branch of
the EU that looks like a government, consists of officers from all member states and is
approved or rejected by the European Parliament. Furthermore, the Council of Europe is an
intergovernmental institution which consists of Ministers from each member state and has
worked with unanimity. This means that all countries have the same right to oppose
legislation. Also all countries have representatives on the Council of Europe. This means that
member states are represented in two out of three institutions directly, while citizens are
represented in one, the European Parliament, and two more indirectly through their

governments.

As the EU has an important role in global issues, EU citizens can participate more actively and

criticise that they do not have the opportunity to directly elect the EU representatives.

Euroscepticism did not originate with Brexit, it existed long before. In the early 2000s more

countries became part of the EU and there were strong challenges on:

e Multiple cultures

e Migration

Participating in a dialogue and criticising different opinions is part of democracy.
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All EU citizens have the right to express different opinions and criticise, aiming to find better

solutions.

However, Euroscepticism can be weaponised and be used for disinformation. Scepticism is
healthy when it is based on facts and promotes democratic practice and dialogue. The EU
has to take into account the needs and concerns of citizens and give more opportunities for

citizens to participate.

When a crisis occurs, there is always the question:
“Should the EU be involved, when a crisis happens in a European country?”
Let’s look at the example of the financial crisis in 2008:

e 2008 marked the beginning of a decade of a global financial crisis caused by badly
regulated, greedy banking and financial systems.

e Thecrisis affected all connected markets: local markets, national markets, EU markets.

e The crisis affected EU countries in different ways, but made the European market
weaker.

e Industrialising countries like China and India were more stable than many EU countries.

® Investors moved money to these stronger economies.

e This left the EU with greater financial problems.

e After the financial crisis, the EU received a lot of criticism for its pressure on weaker
economies to apply austerity measures that harmed the weakest socioeconomic

groups.
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e There were discussions about better economic governance in the future.
e EU politicians discussed ways to prevent future crises, including: better economic unity
and the creation of a shared budget.
e The crisis highlighted the need for an economic strategy, reflecting the EU’s original
goal as an economic alliance.

e The crisis also tested the EU’s guiding principle of solidarity.
EU implemented common currency: the Euro

One of the most important milestones in European economic integration was the introduction

of a common currency: the Euro. The Euro was aimed:

e to facilitate reliable trade between European member states

e To create a more stable economic environment for investment.

This would then enhance the EU’s attractiveness to foreign investors and allow for the EU to

become a major player in the global economy.

In the four years prior to 2008, the EU had just gone through its largest enlargement yet, with
12 countries joining. The enlargement created new tensions within the EU between strong

and weak economies.

Until today the EU does not possess enough power in order to effectively enforce policy
among the member states when necessary. It manages to exercise power through secondary

means, such as other institutions (European Central Bank), as during the financial crisis years.

- Inthe past, efforts mostly focused on the creation of a centralised financial supervision
system.

- Even though these supervisory authorities had few means to actually punish violations
of EU law, the attempt of establishing authority faced strong contrary positions

throughout the EU.
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- This tension continues to be a central obstacle in advancing the EU’s economic

integration, to some, or an overbearing mechanism, to others.

- To others, EU social and political democratic goals were abandoned during the

financial crisis years in favour of austerity measures and capital concentration through

mechanisms such as the ECB and on power assymentries between powerful countries,

such as Germany and less powerful ones, such as Italy, Ireland, Greece and Portugal.
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Although the EU as an entity barely has been involved militarily or politically in any major
armed conflict since its formation, recent years have brought back the topic of war right into

the centre of the EU:

- Recent military conflicts inside the European area, but also outside have placed the EU
in a critical position, challenging it to take on a more decisive role in the management
of large-scale geopolitical crises.

- While the EU is not a military alliance, it has been expected to respond to safety

breaches and to act upon its role as a promoter of peace and stability.

At the same time, the EU is connected to global engagements: Of the 27 EU member states,
23 belong to NATO. The EU and NATO have formally recognised one another as strategic
partners with shared interests and values. As a result, the EU’s close cooperation with NATO

influences its stance in conflicts and its relationships with rival powers.

-> This has become more apparent in recent conflicts in regions across the world and
involving Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, Iran, and the United States of America. The
current political climate with changes in the foreign policy and alliances of the USA
towards its European partners (such as the threat to take Greenland from Denmark

among others) has destablised and recalibrated international relations.

Meanwhile, the reliability of traditional allies has come into question, as growing global

tensions and current conflicts have created uncertainty among EU citizens.

Does the moment call for greater military engagement or a distancing from any form of

involvement that would transform the EU from a project of peace to a military entity?

In this context, the EU’s foundational mission as a peace project is now questioned.
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The question of migration across the EU aims to balance the protection of human rights and

the security of borders.

The years between 2015-2016 was a period marked by an increase of illegal border crossings

in the EU, known as the European migration crisis.
The topic of migration management and border control affects national and European politics.
What is the cause of immigration?

1. Armed conflicts.

2. Economic restrictions.
3. Environmental crisis.
4. Authoritarian regimes.

Affected citizens come mainly from Southwest Asia and North Africa (such as Afghanistan,
Iraq, Syria and parts of Africa). People leaving these countries often have to take risky routes

across the Mediterranean Sea to reach Europe.

Between 2014 and 2018, there were 1.78 million arrivals into the EU via the Mediterranean.

Within this number, the UN Refugee Agency reported 16,045 people as dead or missing.

To secure the borders, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex has developed
a hi-tech surveillance system using satellites, drones, fences and warships. The term “Fortress

Europe” has been used by scholars to describe Europe's external border policy.
The example of EU-Turkey agreement in 2016:
e |t aimed to push back migrants from non-EU countries.

e |t received criticism for shifting border control outside EU borders.
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® It received criticism for not respecting international human rights standards.
Across the EU there are different opinions about the migration management:

e Some member states support humanitarian principles, which protect human beings
and human rights.

e Other member states support strict controls and closed borders.

Anti-migration political parties often present migration as a European problem without
presenting the whole reality that most refugees choose to migrate to neighbouring countries.

For example, over 5 million Syrian refugees fled to Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.
The migration issue is connected to:

- Economic global interests.
- Geopolitical global interests.

- Structures and volatility of global inequalities.

Another challenge is that the EU border countries have mainly the responsibility to take
decisions for migration. With the Schengen Convention the EU opened the internal borders.
The free movement among the EU, means that if migrants enter the border countries, they

can go to other EU countries and this would result in broader migration throughout the EU.

The Dublin Convention (1990/1997) made the first EU country of entry responsible for asylum
processing. This put more responsibility on the border states. These countries also have more

financial costs (rescue operations, hosting of migrants, controls and other).

The unequal distribution of migrants across EU member states tests EU unity:
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e Germany and Sweden have accepted many refugees.
e Central and Eastern European countries have set a specific number of refugees who

are allowed to enter the country.

This brings conflict between EU institutions and national governments: the balance between

the authority of the EU and the state autonomy.
® Some countries support a common border policy for fairness.
e Others reject EU-imposed migration policies.

The Example of war in Ukraine:

On 24 February 2022 Russia invaded Ukraine. According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees?, 5.374.780 refugees from Ukraine are registered in the EU for
temporary protection. The highest numbers of refugees are recorded in Germany (1.340.360),

Poland (977.980), Czech Republic (398.370), Spain (259.050) and Romania (201.860).

On 4 March 2022 the European Council implemented temporary protection to people fleeing

Ukraine. The EU has taken concrete actions to help refugees? :

=> Protection for Ukrainians in the EU.

=> Humanitarian aid.

=> Financial support for member states hosting refugees.

=> Beneficiaries of the EU protection have the following rights:

€ Residency

1 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (n.d.). Ukraine situation. Retrieved March 9, 2026, from
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine

2 Council of the European Union. (n.d.). How the EU helps refugees from Ukraine. Retrieved March 9, 2026, from
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/ukraine-solidarity-refugee-from-ukraine/
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Access to the labour market
Medical assistance

Social welfare

Children care

*® 6 & o o

Education for children

The EU members agreed to extend temporary protection for Ukrainian refugees.
The European Council adopted a framework to ensure refugees’ return and reintegration into

Ukraine, when conditions allow.

In summary:
One side prioritises security and stronger borders.

The other side argues for the duty to protect human beings from war and poverty.
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Climate change is a global issue and at the same time a problem of every country:

e The EU recognises the urgent need to face global warming.
e Global warming strongly impacts the global climate, biodiversity and is a threat to

humans.
For example, the agricultural sector is affected by the changing weather conditions:

e droughts

e food insecurity

e flooding and heating

® sea level rises caused by melting glaciers (huge masses of ice)

e threatens the job of millions of agricultural workers
The EU has responsibility, position, force and resources to impact on climate change:

e The EU can change global economic structures, which are harmful for the
environment.
e The EU has the potential to help shape a more sustainable economic model which

protects the environment.
Climate change is an environmental crisis and a political and economic challenge for the EU:

e On one hand, the EU has green targets with the European Green Deal to achieve
climate neutrality.
e On the other hand, the EU faces the lack of raw materials like lithium, graphite and

cobalt globally.
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The green transition reveals division among member states:

Different socioeconomic structures lead to uneven progress and burden sharing.

e These imbalances threaten EU cohesion.

e European farmers face pressure from competition and global trade agreements.

e Many farmers feel left out, which causes anger and trouble in society.

e The EU has to take careful decisions about the green transition to protect unity and

autonomy.

“Decarbonisation”: The main goal for a sustainable energy future is to reduce carbon

emissions.

“Climate-neutral continent”: Today the EU is determined to become the first “climate-neutral

continent” by 2050.

To do this, the green transition means moving away from some traditional raw materials and

using new materials that are usually found in other markets.

e FEurope wants to reduce the reliance dependency on external energy suppliers and
instead use its own renewable energy sources.

e At the same time, European investments in mining and extraction in Global South
countries still continue.

e To achieve a low carbon economy, the focus is on investments in areas rich in lithium.

e The negative environmental impacts of large material extraction in the countries of

origin must not be ignored.
The example of Lithium extraction:
In Latin America lithium extraction caused water shortages, pollution, damage to local

ecosystems and the displacement of local communities.
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It is necessary that the EU focuses on providing solutions to environmental challenges and
not to shift or transfer the problems to other regions. It is also necessary that the EU does so
with social justice at its core and so not creating a system where wealthy individuals and

nations are allowed to further pollute the planet, vehicle less wealthy and the womenend up

carrying out the job of cleaning.

There are differences in the EU among member countries in the green transition.

Some countries in the EU might have more difficulties to reduce their traditional energy supply

chains. For example, some economies:

- may be more dependent on fossil fuels than others.

- Many have less access to modern, more climate-friendly technology.

- Lower income families will be more affected by rising energy prices.

- Some economic sectors might be more affected than others by measures, like carbon

taxes.

There is dissatisfaction from citizens with policies which aim to protect the environment but
they do not take under consideration economic inequalities and citizens’ needs. The transition
to more green goals needs to be step by step taking under consideration citizens needs of

each region.

Far-right parties criticise all the EU decisions and many parties reject any EU policy discussions,
including climate and environmental discussions. In this way there are people who come

against climate actions.
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To summarise:

® The EU faces pressure to act and protect climate change from becoming worse and
impacting its citizens even more.

e (limate measures are affected by political, global and economic reasons.

® The climate crisis gives opportunities for new forms of cooperation within the Union.

® The success of the EU climate change depends on member states sharing responsibility
to face the climate crisis together.

e By following a common policy path, the EU can take a leading role in global efforts to

protect the environment.
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“Digital Divide”: is a term, which describes that there are no equal opportunities among

citizens:

- To access technological devices and the internet.
- To gain digital skills.

- To use technologies to achieve goals and tasks.
The reason for these unequal opportunities are social and economic factors.

In the EU, the digital divide is a challenge to social cohesion and equal participation in the

digital society.

The EU makes efforts to decrease the digital divide through policy and funding, such as the
Digital Education Action Plan (DEAP) and the Digital Decade 2030 (EDD2030) framework.

Digital divide is on three main levels:

1. First level “material access”: Are there available devices (laptop, computer, tablet,
smartphone and other) and internet connection?

2. Second level “skills access”: Do people know how to use digital tools?

3. Third level “usage access”: What benefits and opportunities people have by using

digital technology?
There is one more level of “mental access”: Are people interested in using digital tools?

Digital inequality goes beyond physical access, it includes how often and how well people use

digital tools, and what benefits they gain from them. The EU aims not only for people to have
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access to devices and the internet, but also to create inclusive and human centered digital

policies.
Digital inequalities impact education:

e During the COVID-19 pandemic, it became clear that not all people have the same
digital access, when students and teachers had to depend almost entirely on online
learning.

e Although digital inequality is not new and exists worldwide, the pandemic sped up

digitalisation and made the gap bigger both between and within EU member states.
This challenge became more complex with the rise of Artificial Intelligence (Al):

® As Al becomes more integrated into teaching and learning, it is increasingly important
to rethink what digital inequality means.

e While some in the EU view Al as a way to reduce the digital divide and promote equal
opportunities (Kitsara, 2022), research shows that current uses of Al may actually
worsen existing inequalities.

e Al is becoming part of almost every area of life, including education, creating both
opportunities and risks for European societies.

e These risks call for a closer look at digital inequality through the lens of an emerging

“Al divide” (Kitsara, 2022).

Without a clear and fairness-oriented strategy, unequal access to Al tools and systems could

deepen educational and social inequalities.

It is essential that the EU’s digital transformation remains inclusive and fair, having principles

of social justice and democratic participation.
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4. Strengthening the European Union: Democracy, Participation

and the Rule of Law

The EU to face the complex challenges must place citizens at the heart of the European project.

An important concern is that many citizens feel that they do not strongly participate in the EU
decision-making. A solution could be the EU to give more opportunities to citizens to
participate not only during elections, but through continuous participation. True democratic

change means long-term active participation of citizens.

For example citizens can participate in: open dialogue, civic education, inclusive processes that

allow citizens from all regions and social groups to share their opinions.
At the same time, the rule of law must be the foundation of a just and democratic Union.

Citizens need to understand that the law is effective in all circumstances and fair for all

citizens. Law should protect each citizen and their rights.
To maintain citizens’ trust to institutions the EU must protect:

- Independence of justice system
- Freedom of media and communication

- Democratic values from authoritarian threats
A stronger EU also means developing new forms of participation in the democracy:

- publicforums, digital platforms for petitions and consultations, youth programmes like

Erasmus+, and support for civil society initiatives

These mechanisms must be part of the EU policy-making.
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In conclusion, the EU will only be as strong as its democratic values.

Facing today’s challenges requires more than unity; it demands a Europe where citizens are

co-creators of the future, protected by the rule of law and heard in all their diversity.
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5. Pathways for Action and Youth Engagement

As the society is currently marked by new geopolitical tensions and economic instability, it is
vital for European citizens to take part in initiatives that strengthen democracy and political

stability.

European youth can play a key role by bringing fresh and creative ideas to address global

challenges such as climate change, conflict, migration, mental health and social inequality:

e While some scholars argue that viewing young people as the solution to every global
problem is too simplistic, this does not mean they should be seen as passive citizens.

® Young people’s involvement can bring important social change.

e Young people tend to be more open to innovation.

e Through initiatives young people can better understand their role in shaping the EU’s
future.

e Student-led initiatives can have a general character and aim: for example, movements
for the information and activation of citizens or campaigns to motivate people to act
for a specific issue.

e Students can organise discussion forums, political simulation games or debates and
campaigns against misinformation and fake news.

e Such efforts can help build trust in institutions, the rule of law and democratic values.
An example of climate change:

e Students can organise school-based networks to offer information and support goals
for equitable green policies.

e They can organise student groups that can help reduce waste.

e They can support recycling practices.

e They can promote sustainable food sourcing.
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One of the most serious global challenges today is the crisis of welfare and wellbeing.

The rise of social media, along with social, economic and psychological pressures, has
negatively affected people’s mental health. The rates of mental health issues among young

people are alarming.

School initiatives can play an important role in addressing this by creating mental health

networks, support groups.

Digital platforms that help reduce stigma of mental health issues and build a sense of

solidarity in wellbeing among students.

Students can organise school-based or online seminars to discuss migration and promote

intercultural dialogue — a key element of the EU’s multicultural and multilingual identity.

Schools are spaces for collaboration with local authorities by organising small-scale public

projects which provide space to students to take action in solving community challenges.

In addition, they can work with NGOs to raise awareness about the root causes of migration,

such as climate change, armed conflict and poverty.

Finally, students can create initiatives like multilingual language classes for migrants and

refugees, or organise to collect essential items for people in need.

For the EU to build an inclusive society with stronger cooperation between European

citizens—especially young people—is essential.

Working together, youth groups, NGOs, policymakers and other stakeholders can strengthen

EU values and help create a more democratic and inclusive society for all.

Today’s young people face a complex world with challenges such as climate change, digital
inequality and armed conflict. The solution to these issues must be collective and led by youth,

the future citizens of the EU.
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To do this, young Europeans need spaces to act together, share experiences and develop
solutions. Collaborative youth networks encourage young people to move from being passive

to active citizens who help shape the EU’s future.
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Glossary

Civic participation is very important for democratic societies. Citizens take an active role in
public affairs. It includes actions like community involvement, activism and cultural initiatives.

Education plays a key role in teaching young citizens how to take action.

The Climate Crisis is a global issue, beyond national borders. It requires coordinated action
from international bodies like the EU and national governments to put eco-friendly rules and

actions into practice.

Democratic resilience is the ability of democratic institutions and societies to adapt to

challenges, such as misinformation or crises, while maintaining democratic values.

Intergovernmental Organisations are formal structures where many different countries
cooperate on specific issues. Examples include NATO, the UN and OECD. They help countries

to collaborate and address global problems.

Political polarisation is when disinformation brings disagreement and conflicts in politics and
threatens democratic dialogue. Education and civic participation are important in fighting

against this threat.

Youth engagement is the active participation of young people in civic life. It is important for
creating citizens that are prepared to build and protect democratic values. Students can learn
to participate in civic life through school initiatives, community projects and educational

programmes.
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Module Activities

Activity Title: “EU Newsroom Challenge”

Students will learn and comprehend EU challenges through the

Learning Objectives |0 of journalism.

EU Values & v e’ tin the EU
oung people’s engagement in the
Identity Link & PEOPIE's Engag

Age/Level Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13—15)

e Whatis the EU

Prior Knowledge/ , )
e Students’ preparation on EU challenges: read and

Prerequisites

< learn about the EU challenges.
Duration 40 minutes
Group Size &

. Whole class and groups.

Grouping
Setting Classroom
Materials & news segments from newspapers
Resources
Accessibility & Students can choose the way to present the news either in
Inclusion oral or written form.

Description
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Step 1. Students are divided into small “news teams.” Each team represents a

European news outlet. For example:
“Climate change and pollution threaten Europe's resources, EU warns”

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/climate-change-

pollution-threaten-europes-resources-eu-warns-2025-09-29/

“Is the risk of ‘brain drain’ overlooked in the EU’s enlargement process?”
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/10/31/is-the-risk-of-brain-

drain-overlooked-in-the-eus-enlargement-process

RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

“What's the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum, up for a final vote in Brussels?”

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-decodeurs/article/2024/04/10/what-s-the-

eu-pact-on-migration-and-asylum-up-for-a-final-vote-in-
brussels 6668011 8.html

“The EU’s Triple-Nexus Challenge: Climate, Conflict, Democracy”

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/11/the-eus-triple-nexus-

challenge-climate-conflict-democracy

“Campaigners sue EU over ‘grossly inadequate’ 2030 climate targets”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/aug/27/campaigner

s-sue-eu-over-grossly-inadequate-2030-climate-targets

Step 2. Each team is responsible to present a breaking news story related to an EU

challenge. Each team creates a short news segment (1-2 minutes) or a front-page
article explaining what’s happening, why it matters and what people or governme
are doing about it.

They can act as reporters, experts or citizens interviewed.

Step 3. After presentations follows discussions in the class about:
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https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/climate-change-pollution-threaten-europes-resources-eu-warns-2025-09-29/
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https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-decodeurs/article/2024/04/10/what-s-the-eu-pact-on-migration-and-asylum-up-for-a-final-vote-in-brussels_6668011_8.html
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/11/the-eus-triple-nexus-challenge-climate-conflict-democracy
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/11/the-eus-triple-nexus-challenge-climate-conflict-democracy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/aug/27/campaigners-sue-eu-over-grossly-inadequate-2030-climate-targets
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/aug/27/campaigners-sue-eu-over-grossly-inadequate-2030-climate-targets
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What are the EU challenges presented in the news?

How does the media shape our understanding of EU issues?

Assessment

Teachers can assess and give feedback on students’

Formative participation in preparation and presentation of the
Assessment arguments.
Student

The students will reflect on their views and arguments.
Self-Assessment

The students will provide feedback to the arguments via the
discussion at the end and questions.

Peer Feedback

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

Evidence to Collect Photographs of students’ presentations.

It is possible that these photos are shared on the school
Dissemination website or newsletter. If children’s faces are included, then
parental consent is required.

Teacher Reflection

What worked well & why?
What would | change next time?
Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?
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Activity Title: Debate about the Current Challenges of the EU

RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Learning Objectives

EU Values &
Identity Link

Age/Level

Prior Knowledge/
Prerequisites

Duration

Group Size &
Grouping

Setting

(0I0
ESZTERHAZY KAROLY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

The EuroCivic Lab project

The students will take part in a debate about the challenges that
the EU currently faces.

Young people’s engagement in the EU

Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13—15)

e Whatisthe EU
e Students’ preparation on EU challenges: read and
learn about the EU challenges.
Total: 40 minutes:

e The activity needs 20 minutes preparation, where
students read the material and prepare the
arguments to present to their classmates the EU
challenges.

e The debate lasts 10 minutes.

e Finally, the discussion in the classroom lasts 10
minutes, where the class decides which team had
stronger arguments.

Whole class and groups.

Classroom
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EuroCivic Lab
Materials & Instruction cards for the debate
Resources Information sheets about the EU challenges.

Students, divided in groups, will receive an information
sheet and each group has to argue against another group
L on which is the most urgent EU challenge currently. To
Accessibility & , . .
Inclusi understand the provided material, they can read it, take
nclusion
notes and create a presentation. For their presentation they
can express themselves orally, written and they can use

visual material.

Description

Students are split into up to 6 groups, as many as the challenges presented in this
handbook. The groups should be up to 4-5 students.

Two groups will participate at the debate and the other teams will be the audience,
who vote at the end which group has better arguments.

Step 1. Each group will be responsible to present one challenge. Each group reads the
information sheet for their group. In the preparation time each group writes down
arguments about why this challenge is the most urgent in the EU. The groups have 20’
to read the material and prepare their arguments.

Step 2. The first two groups will stand up and will try to convince the audience that
the challenge they present is the most important. Each group has 2 minutes for their
presentation.

Step 3. After each group presents their views and arguments they are given 2
additional minutes to respond specifically to the arguments of the other group.

Step 4. Students of the audience can vote which team had the most persuasive
arguments. This can be done either in a written form or openly, by raising hands.

Step 5. The class will discuss the presented EU challenges.

Step 6. Now is the turn of the next two groups.
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EuroCivic Lab
Assessment
Teachers can assess and give feedback on students’
Formative participation in preparation and presentation of the
Assessment arguments.
Student

The students will reflect on their views and arguments.
Self-Assessment

The students will provide feedback to the arguments via the
Peer Feedback

debate and voting.

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

Photos of students’ notes for the presentation of the debate

Evidence to Collect
and the debate process itself.

It is possible that these photos are shared on the school
Dissemination website or newsletter. If children’s faces are included, then
parental consent is required.

Teacher Reflection

What worked well & why?
What would | change next time?
Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?
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Activity Title: Role play about children’s active participation against the

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit
M1: Who are the EU citizens?

EU challenges

RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Learning Objectives

EU Values &
Identity Link

Age/Level

Prior Knowledge/
Prerequisites

Duration

Group Size &
Grouping

Setting

Materials &
Resources

Accessibility &
Inclusion

(0I0
ESZTERHAZY KAROLY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
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The students will collect ideas of their active participation
against the EU challenges.

Collaboration and active participation

Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13-15)]

e Students should be aware of the EU challenges
e Students should be aware of forms of active
participation

30 minutes

Students are divided into small groups of 4-5 students.

Classroom

Some relevant objects (tables, chairs, plates etc) could
facilitate setting the scene of the classroom play

The role play allows multiple ways of presentation such as
oral and physical movement.

Description
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RAAAN Co-funded by
. WL the European Union
. - M1: Who are the EU citizens?
EuroCivicLab
Students are divided in groups and each group is responsible for an EU challenge.
Each group has to present a role play one way of young people’s active engagement
and participation against an EU challenge:

Step 1. Students brainstorming on how young people could actively engage against an
EU challenge (e.g. migration).

Step 2. Students choose their favourite idea of engagement (e.g. students can
organise school-based or online seminars to discuss migration and promote
intercultural dialogue)

Step 3. Students prepare a role play to present their classmates their idea of civic
engagement (e.g. students from the same class have different countries of origin and
they decide to make a workshop about “my country of origin” and present their
country of origin, the languages they speak, national food and other).

Step 4. After all groups have presented their short play, there is a discussion in the
class about opportunities of civic engagement for young people.

Assessment
Formative Teachers will take notes about team work, participation in
Assessment brainstorming, ideas of civic engagement and role play.

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

It is possible that these photos are shared on the school
website or newsletter. If children’s faces are included, then

Dissemination parental consent is required. If that interests the students
they can present it to students of other classrooms or even
to organise an event open to parents.

Teacher Reflection
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RAAAN Co-funded by
o BN the European Union
. - M1: Who are the EU citizens?
EuroCiviclLab

What worked well & why?

What would | change next time?

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?
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RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Activity Title: Case study about EU challenges!

The students will be able to learn many cases of an EU

Learning Objectives  challenge.

EU Values &

Rule of law, protection of planet
Identity Link P P

Age/Level Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13—15)
Prior Knowledge/ Students should have already learnt the terms European
Prerequisites enlargement and integration
Duration 30 minutes
Group Size & Students can work independently or in teams
Grouping Followed by a whole class discussion
Setting Students work independently and then in whole-class
Materials & Printed case study texts and questions for individual
Resources reflection before the whole-class discussion
Accessibility & Representation derives from multiple means such as text,
Inclusion videos, images.

Description

Project Partners
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EuroCivic Lab

WP3: The EuroCivic Student Toolkit
M1: Who are the EU citizens?

After students learn about one EU challenge, they will have the opportunity to
explore in groups case studies to understand the EU challenge.

The teacher will write on the board three questions and each team or individual

should answer them after working with the material.

For example if the teacher discuss with the class about the Climate Change and the

Green Transition then children can watch videos, read texts about different cases of

climate change.

Children can work either in small groups or individually, read about the examples and

cases about climate change.

Then students should respond to the questions. Finally, the topic and the questions
will be discussed together with the class.

Formative
Assessment

Student
Self-Assessment

Peer Feedback

(0I0
ESZTERHAZY KAROLY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
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Assessment

Teachers will monitor students’ responses and give
feedback by correcting misconceptions or improving their
responses. In the final group discussion, the teacher will
assess students’ participation and level of comprehension
of the case study and the EU challenge generally.

As students work independently or in groups, they have the
opportunity to reflect on their comprehension of the
material and the EU challenge they study.

Peer feedback can be given as students dialogue in the
classroom and exchange ideas.

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

Teacher Reflection
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. - M1: Who are the EU citizens?
EuroCiviclLab

What worked well & why?

What would | change next time?

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)

Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?
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RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Activity Title:

Group Presentation ‘Young but Mighty’

Students will argue in favour of participating actively in topics

Learning Objectives o ted to addressing EU challenges in their region.

EU Values &

L. Importance of civic engagement
Identity Link

Age/Level Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13—15)
Prior Knowledge/ Students will have some prior knowledge and experience
Prerequisites about the issues that their local community faces.
Duration 30 minutes
Group Size &

. Group-work and then whole class approach
Grouping
Setting Classroom
Materials & ) .

Text, images, internet

Resources
Community/Stakeh
older Involvement Possible involvement in next steps.
(optional)
Accessibility & There are multiple means of gathering the material and
Inclusion expression allowing inclusion and accessibility.

Description
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EuroCiviclLab
Step 1. Students are divided into small groups of 4-5 children.
Step 2. Each group finds a problem related to the EU from their region. If this is not
possible for the class, then the teacher writes on the board 5 regional challenges,
related to the EU challenges and each group selects to work on one problem.
Step 3. Each group finds one way for civic participation. Students should suggest
realistic actions that young people as EU citizens can take to address the regional
challenge.
Step 4. Each group will make a presentation in the class about the solution they
suggest.
The teacher can support the teams as they work, research and prepare to deliver
their presentations.

(optional) Step 5. The class can vote for the best idea and implement it in the local

community.
Assessment

Formative The teacher monitors as students work in groups and gives
Assessment feedback on the team presentations.
Student Students create their own presentations in groups and they
Self-Assessment reflect on the process of learning and comprehension.

Other students provide feedback and ask questions to the
Peer Feedback

presenting team.

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

Evidence to Collect The group presentations

. L. If students agree, the presentations can be added on the
Dissemination .
school website.
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EuroCiviclLab

The class can vote for the best idea and implement it in the
Next Steps local community. There is even the possibility to collaborate
with a NGO.

Teacher Reflection

What worked well & why?

What would | change next time?

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)
Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?

Partnerships & community: value added?
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RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Activity Title:

Group Presentation ‘Invent the Future — EU Innovation Lab’

. L Students will design innovative solutions to EU-wide
Learning Objectives o .
problems using imagination and teamwork.

EU Values &

L. Importance of civic engagement
Identity Link

Age/Level Upper primary (10-12) / Lower secondary (13-15)
Prior Knowledge/ Students will have some prior knowledge and experience
Prerequisites about the issues that their local community faces.
Duration 45 minutes
Group Size &

p. Group-work and then whole class approach
Grouping
Setting Classroom
Materials & ) . .

Text, images, internet, materials for poster

Resources
Community/Stakeh
older Involvement Possible involvement in next steps.
(optional)
Accessibility & There are multiple means of gathering the material and
Inclusion expression allowing inclusion and accessibility.

Description
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. - M1: Who are the EU citizens?
EuroCivic Lab

RAAAN Co-funded by

WL the European Union
Part 1. Students work in small groups. Each group chooses one EU challenge.
Part 2. Students invent a new technology, initiative or policy that could help solve
the problem. For example: solar roof grants for all EU schools, EU SkillShare App

that connects unemployed youth to training and job opportunities across Europe.

Part 3. Each group creates a mini-poster and prepares a 2-minute presentation to
the class as if presenting to the European Commission.

(Optional) Part 4. The class votes on the “most innovative,” “most realistic,” or
“most European” idea.

Assessment
Formative The teacher monitors as students work in groups and gives
Assessment feedback on the team presentations.
Student Students create their own presentations in groups and they
Self-Assessment reflect on the process of learning and comprehension.

Other students provide feedback and ask questions to the
presenting team.

Peer Feedback

Documentation, Evidence & Follow-Up

Evidence to Collect | The group presentations

. L. If students agree, the presentations can be added on the
Dissemination )
school website.

n u

The class votes on the “most innovative,” “most realistic,” or

Next Steps

“most European” idea.
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RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Teacher Reflection

What worked well & why?

What would | change next time?

Evidence of learning (met success criteria?)
Inclusion & wellbeing: who was (not) reached?

Partnerships & community: value added?
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Lesson Plans

Lesson Title:

EU Challenges and Film Making

L. Group: Upper primary/Lower Secondary
Logistics . .
Date & Duration (total): 3 teaching hours

. L Students will read and present EU challenges
Learning Objectives . .
Students will create a short video

1. Students perceive the current EU challenges
Success Criteria 2. Students create the material for a short video
3. Student create the short video
Student handbook, booklet, colours, pencils, Playmobil

Key Content & i .
figures and blocks, bases for the Playmobils, cartons for the
Resources . .
background, tablets and the app: Stop Motion Studio
Methods &
. Groups (5-6 people)
Grouping
Description
Pre-Production (40 minutes)
Students are divided into groups of 5-6 children.
Activity Description Breakdown:
1. Introduction Step 1. Each group is responsible to present one EU challenge

1st. Teaching hour -  (provided in this handbook in the section: Current EU
40 minutes Challenges)

Step 2. Each group starts with brainstorming (10 minutes):
Each group discusses ideas how to present the EU challenge
in a form of stop motion film.



O @ .
WP3: Who are the EU citizens?

EuroCivic Lab

2. Application
2nd Teaching hour -
45 minutes

3. Application
3rd Teaching hour -
15 minutes

The EuroCivic Lab project
2024-1-HUO01-KA220-SCH-000251467

Step 3. The groups choose the figures and the scene (10
minutes): Choose the characters (Lego figures) and build
scenery and prompts from the given materials.

Step 4. Storyboarding (20 minutes): Each groups draws
simple storyboards with stick figures and writes short
descriptions

Production (45 minutes)

Objective: Filming the separate scenes of the stop motion
film following the storyboard.

Activity Description Breakdown:

Step 1. Assign roles (director, actors, camera operator).

Step 2. Setting the scenes based on the storyboard.

Step 3. Use tablets and the Stop Motion Studio to take a
picture of each film scene.

Materials: Booklets, colours, pencils, Playmobil figures and
blocks, bases for the Playmobil figures, lights.

Post-Production (15 minutes)

Objective: Editing the separate.

Activity Description Breakdown:

Step 1. Put the scenes in the correct order.

Step 2. Choose the music and sounds and add them at the
correct points into.
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RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Materials: App to download music:
https://www.feslivanstudios.com/royalty-free-

music/download/tranquility/331

4. Movie time! . . . . . .
. Each group will present their stop motion video. A discussion
3rd Teaching hour -

. in the class follows about the presented EU challenges.
15 Minutes

5. Review & . . . —_

e Students will provide their feedback to the stop motion film
valuati

. they watched and the EU challenges which were presented

3rd Teaching hour -

10 Minutes

there.

Assessment

The group presentation enables teachers and peers and students themselves to
present their ideas
The activity includes a variety of skills, so students can

Differentiation & . . i . o
actively participate in their abilities, talents and preferences,

Inclusion ) . L ] )
which ensures differentiation and inclusion
Homework / . - .
. Students can finalise the material in pre-production and
Extension . . . .
. production as homework if they need additional time.
(optional)
Notes / Tips / What worked?
Reflection What to adjust next time?
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Lesson Title:

Clear, action-oriented title (e.g., “Design a Local EU Action Plan”)

RAAAN Co-funded by
WL the European Union

Logistics

Learning Objectives

Success Criteria

Key Content &
Resources

Methods &
Grouping

1. Introduction -
1st teaching hour
40 minutes

ESZTERHAZY KAROLY CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

The EuroCivic Lab project

if.g SOCIAL
W \NEBULA

Subject/Class/Group: 10-12 years old
Date & Duration (total): 3 teaching hours
Teacher:
Students will:
e present current examples of broader EU challenges.
e get to know broader current EU challenges.
e create arguments why the EU challenges must be
addressed.
e create action plans for young people to address the EU
challenges.
e Presentation of the breaking news items
Debate about EU challenges
® Preparation and presentation of an action plan against
EU challenges.

News items from local online newspapers, EU challenges
from the Students’ handbook

Debate, discussion with the whole class, work in groups (4—
5).

Description

The teaching of the EU challenges start with the first teaching
hour, in which students will be introduced to the current EU
challenges with the activity:

“EU Newsroom Challenge”

The students are divided in five groups and each group
receives a news item from the teacher from (offline/online)
newspapers.

Project Partners

Lvr\}lgﬁrsnat -

SALESIANOS
D0 PORTO

2024-1-HU01-KA220-SCH-000251467

$1AULIY ,SAULES®
PRADINE MOKYKLA

~
=

page 54



@, @ o,
WP3: Who are the EU citizens?

EuroCivic Lab

“Climate change and pollution threaten Europe's
resources, EU warns”

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-

energy/climate-change-pollution-threaten-europes-

resources-eu-warns-2025-09-29/

“Is the risk of ‘brain drain’ overlooked in the EU’s
enlargement process?” https://www.euronews.com/my-
europe/2025/10/31/is-the-risk-of-brain-drain-
overlooked-in-the-eus-enlargement-process

“What's the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum, up for a
final vote in Brussels?”

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-
decodeurs/article/2024/04/10/what-s-the-eu-pact-on-
migration-and-asylum-up-for-a-final-vote-in-

brussels 6668011 8.html

“The EU’s Triple-Nexus Challenge: Climate, Conflict,
Democracy”

https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/11/the-

eus-triple-nexus-challenge-climate-conflict-democracy

“Campaigners sue EU over ‘grossly inadequate’ 2030
climate targets”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/202

4/aug/27/campaigners-sue-eu-over-grossly-inadequate-

2030-climate-targets

Each team has 10 minutes to prepare the presentation of the

breaking news story within 2 minutes.

In the presentation students have to mention
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2. Presentation
2nd teaching hour

45 minutes
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e why it matters
e what people or governments are doing about it.

They can act as reporters, experts or citizens interviewed.

After the presentation of all five teams, the teacher writes down
on the board what are broader topics of the EU challenges
presented by students.

In the second teaching hour students will learn about the
broader EU challenges with the activity “Debate about the
Current Challenges of the EU”

Students are split into 4 or 6 groups, as many as the challenges
presented in this handbook. The groups should be up to 4-5
students.

Step 1. Each group will be responsible to present one challenge.
Each group reads the information sheet for their group. In the
preparation time each group writes down arguments about why
this challenge is the most urgent in the EU. The groups have 20’
to read the material and prepare their arguments.

Step 2. The first two groups will stand up and will try to convince
the audience that the challenge they present is the most
important. Each group has 2 minutes for their presentation.

Step 3. After each group presents their views and arguments
they are given 2 additional minutes to respond specifically to the
arguments of the other group.

Step 4. Students of the audience can vote which team had the
most persuasive arguments. This can be done either in a written
form or openly, by raising hands.
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Step 5. Then is the turn of the next 2 groups. The process is

repeated and the audience votes which team has the most
important EU challenge.

The teacher writes down on the board the presented EU
challenges.

In this learning hour students will develop and suggest
solutions to address the EU challenges with the activity:
‘Young but Mighty’

Step 1. Students are divided into small groups of 4-5 children.
Step 2. Each group finds a problem related to the EU from
their school or region. If this is not possible for the class, then

L. the teacher writes on the board 5 regional challenges, related
3. Application/
St to the EU challenges and each group selects to work on one
i
. problem.

3rd teaching hour ] o o

. Step 3. Each group finds one way for civic participation.
30 minutes o .
Students should suggest realistic actions that young people

as EU citizens can take to address the regional challenge.
Step 4. Each group will make a presentation in the class
about the solution they suggest.

(optional) Step 5. The class can vote for the best idea and
implement it in their school or local community.

The teacher will make with the students a final map on the

. board starting as an overview of case studies of problems

4. Review & . ] ]

. students presented in the first teaching plan and the broader

Evaluation ] .
. EU challenges that the case studies correspond, which

3rd teaching hour ) ) )

students presented in the second teaching plan and finally

15 minutes

ideas of students’ active participation to provide solutions to
local challenges, presented in the third lesson plan.

Assessment
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Students assessment will be the final product each group presents and their active
participation in the process and group discussions.

The activities provide opportunities for various ways of

Differentiation & participation, preparation and presentation written or
Inclusion verbally, in the form of debates, presentations, work in
groups and other.
Homework / L . I
i Students can finalise the material for the activities as
Extension . . .
. homework if they need additional time.
(optional)
Notes / Tips / What worked?
Reflection What to adjust next time?
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Feedback for the module
Feedback can be collected by the students in different ways e.qg. in the form of exit tickets.
Please provide your view about how your learning took place in this module.

1. Which one thing did you find most helpful in your learning experience?

2. Which one thing did you find as most challenging in this course?

3. Which one thing would you keep in this course?
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